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PREFACE. 



The voluminous works^ which have 
been published on a subject so interesting 
as the History of tJie Inquisition, have 
operated as a preventive to the extensive 
circtdation of a Book, which in all pro- 
testant countries ought to be read. 

The Inquisition, thanks be to God, is 
scarcely known in these happy kingdoms^ 
and^ as by that mefinSy tve can have but 
very faint ideas cf the modes of cruelty 
practised in that holy tribunal as it is 
Calledy every class of protestants are 
deeply interested in a picture , which pre- 
sents in a portable view^the History of 
. such an Institution. 
* ^ The greatest care and attention has 
been paid to the compilation of this His-^ 
tory — nothing hasbeen advanced but what 
ka^ been stated as facts by authws the 
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most celebrated for veracity^ ivho have 
written on that, important subject. 

The works already published on the 
Inquisition, are very elaborate and cir- 
cumstantial, extending to a bulk which 
prevents portability, and must hence conr 
siderably curtail their utility; on this 
principle therefore^ it was considered, 
that the History' of the Inquisition, as 
written by Limborch, Dellon, Martin, 
Gavan, and others, (from which this has 
been extracted) would suffer abridgment 
without injury. 

Much of the antiquated style has been 
modernized, and the major part rewritten. 
It is peculiarly adapted to the general 
reader, as it happily steers a middle 

course between unsatisfying brevity, and 
prolix diffusion. JVhile every thing that 
is important is retained, much that is^ 
merely calculated to satisfy vain and idle * 
speculation is omitted. 

June loth, l'8}4. 
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THE INQUISITION 



While the Lord Jesus Christ was on 
earth with his disciples, he frequently 

. told them, that his kingdom was not of 
this world, and that all they had to ex- 
pect from men was persecution; but 
they did not, till after his ascension, 
understand the meaning of what he told 
^em. The Christian religion increased 

^ ^ proportion to the opposition it met 
yith from men, nor was the whole force 
of the Roman Empire able to crush it, 
much less to abolish it totally. During 
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the space of 300 years it grew under 
persecution, and it was common for the 
heathens to say of the christians : " See 
how they love each other." And this 
loye continued while they suffered per- 
secution ; but here let us mark the 
change. 

Having received rich livings from the 
emperor Constanline the Great; the 
bishops, with the rest of the clergy, 
met together in synods, and composed 
creeds, which they sought to inyK)se up- 
on their brethren. And although some of 
these creeds did not contain any thing 
contrary to the fundamental articles of 
the christian religion, yet as they were no 
mol'e than human compositions, conse- 
. quently many pious men refused to sub- 
scribe them. This created much dis- 
sention in the church, for the bishops^ 
wrote against each other, and, as man* 
heresies sprung up about the same time, 
the primitive spirit of charity was lost. 
But 6 till they did not think of catling 



in the aid of the civil power, to as- 
sist them in punishing those who 
differed from them in opinion. It is true, 
they began very «oon afterwards to look 
towards the civil power, but it does not 
appear that any of the emperors made 

' sanguinary laws against those called he^ 
retics before Justinian, about the mid^ 
die of the sixth century, but triffii^ in- 
deed were those laws with what w6 afire 
^ing to maoftion. 

Pop^ Innocent III. in his zeal for the 
iniaUibflity of the catholic church, be* 
ing desirouisr to extirpate all thbjs^ wfto 

^ began to think freely, and to treat the 
«e6 of Rome with indifference, declared 
0peh war against the Albigenses and 
Waldenscfs, famous for first lighting the 
pu^ flame of reformation in the cfanrcb. 
This was followed by the' establishment 

%>f the Inquisition, which complieied the 
destruction of that unhappy people, and 
which was founded nrider the dirclction 
of Dominic, on whom the title of 3auKt 
was afterwards bestowed. 



Innocent, reflecting that however 
great and overwhelming the force might 
be, which was employed openly against 
them, still vast numbers would carry oii 
the worship of their God, according to 
their creed in private, thought it neces- 
-sary, for the better securing the errone- 
ous principles of infallibility, which the 
•c.hurch had claimed to herself, to esta- 
blish a standing and perpetual remedy, 
by erecting a tribunal, composed of such 
^persons, as should be selected by the 
-pope, and whose sole employment 
"Should be the searching after, and pu- 
-nishing all such as were suspected of 
heresy. — ^This tribunal was called the 
Inquisition, 

V This formidable tribunal gained much 
strength in a short time, for all Spain 
iand Portugal received it, and it was 
established inevery city in Italy, excepts 
"Naples : it was afterwards established 
in Flanders, and the duke d' Alva at- 
tempted to establish it in Holland, which 



i¥as, in some meastire, die occasion of 
establishing the govemmetit of the Seven 
United Provinces. This tribunal takes 
cognizance of heresy, by which is meant 
the doctrines embraced by protestantib 
of every denomination ; Judaism, Ma^ 
homed anism; sodomy, polygamy, with 
all sorts of crimes, opinions, or word*; 
that are opposite to the papal decrees, 
naturally come before this court. 

It is much to the honor of the French, 
that it was never established in that 
kih^ctotn, and although there* is a court 
of inquisition at Venice, yet we do not 
find that it takes notice of any crimes 
but thosle of a civil nature/ The Portu- 
guese, not content with having it esta- 
bliidhed in thieir oS?vn kingdom, actiiaMy 
sent over a great number of Dominicans 
to Goa, in the East Indies, who foriied 
themselves into a court of inquisition, 
and punished as heretics those heathiettft 
who reftiised to embi^ce their doctiHn^. 
^ In Germany, Poland, Hungary, anci 

b2 
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Switzerland, the Inquisition was never 
established ; which may serve to show, 
that dark and ignorant as men were in 
that age, yet they had not so far forgot 
the dignity of their characters, as to sink 
beneath the degree of beasts that perish. 
In Sweden, Denmark, Scotland, and 

in Ireland, before the reformation, the 
whole power of Rome was not able to 
establish it, so we find this infernal, un* 
natural tribunal was confined to those 
nations, who have for many ages, been 
remarkable for their effeminacy of man- 
ners, and their slavish notions of obe- 
dience. 

Some say, the Inquisition was first 
establ^hed in 1208, and otiiers, in 1212, 
©r 1215, but which of these dates soever 
may be the the true aera, is of no great 
importance. 

The Inquisition had, sit first, no par- 
ticular tribunal, their function being on- 
ly to inquire or search after heretics, 
(whence the name of inquisitor arose) 
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to examine into their strength, number^ 
and riches ; which being done they make 
report thereof to the bishops, who, as 
yet, were the only persons authorized 
to take cognizance of spiritual nuitters. 
On these occasions the inquisitors used 
to urge the prelate to excommunicate 
and punish all heretics who should be 
impeached. 

Pope Innocent being made acquaint- 
ed with the indolence of the bishops and 
their officials, became wholly dissatisfied 
with their too mu(^ lukewarmness a- 
gainst heretics, and, imagining that he 
perceived in the Dominican and Fran-,.* 
ciscan, whose orders were but lately 
founded, .all the qualities requisite for 
conducting this new establishment, as 
the mouks of these orders were fired '^ 
with an implicit and boundless zeal for 
the court of Rome, and entirely devoted :^ 
to its interests. They had full leisure 
to pursue this glorious work, as it would * 
be their only business. They were dc-,. 
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scended from the very dr^ of the peo-. 
pie, they had no kindred, as it were, or 
any other tie which was in the least like- 
ly to check the rigors of this tribunal ; 
they were severe, they were inflexible: 
the solitude and austere life professed by 
them, and of which they seemed already 
tired; the meanness of their dress 
and monasteries, so widely different 
fh)m their present state as inquisitors ; 
and especially the humility, and mendi- 
cant life, to which they had too heed- 
lessly devoted themselves : these things 
rendered them exceedingly fit for tht 
office to which they had been elected, 
which (in the opinion of the pontiff) 
would soften the asperity of their mo- 
nastic vow, and sooth their ambition, 

some seeds whereof were still left in 
their minds. 

Innocent III. having thus made him- 
self sure of a set of people, that were so 
firmly devoted to his service, and in eve- 
ry respect so admirably well qualified 
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to exerci$e an employment, whose chief 
characteristics are extreme severity and 
cruelty, sought for everjr opportunity to 
increase their authority, by appointing 
them a particular tribunal where they 
were to sit, hear, and pronounce sen- ^ 
tence against heresies and heretics, as 
judges delegated by himself, and repre- 
senting his person. 

This pope first enlarged their autho- 
rity by empowering them to bestow in- 
dulgences, to publish cruaades, and to 
excite nations and princes' to join these 
crusades, and march forth, in order to 
esitirpate heresy. 

In 1244, the emperor Frederic II. in- 
creased their power much more, by pub- 
lishing four edicts in Pavia. He therein 
declared himself protector of the Inqui- 
sition ; declared that the clergy should 
take cognizance of heresy, and the lay 
j udges prosecute heretics, after that the 
former had heard them. He likewise 
enacted, that all obstinate herpetics should 
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be burned, and such as repented impri- 
soned for life. 

The only reason that can be assigned, 
why Frederic testified so much zeal for 
the catholic religion, was, in order to 
destroy a report, which the pop^s, with 
whom he had been engaged in violent 
contests, spread throughout all the 
courts of Christendom : vrz, that iie in- 
tended to renounce the catholic religion 
a»d turn Mahomedan. This very pro- 
bably induced him to exert himself Vv'ith 
greater severity against the hefetics^ than 
smy of his predecessors ; he being the 
first emperor who sentenced to death all 
heretics without distinction. 

But whatsoever might have been the 
motive which promptied this prince to 
act with so much rigor against thein, it 
is certain, if he at fiirst reaped some little 
advantage from this conduct, it after- 
wards prove infinitely prejudicial, both 
to himself and his successors ; since thfe 
court of Rome turned thfe power with 
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which he had invested the inquisitors, 
both against this monarch and thefriends 
to the empire, not only in Italy, but' in 
all other countries. 

In a word, the Roman pontiffs used \ 
their utmost endeavors to increase this 
authority, in order to make the inquisi- j 
tors still more formidable ; they exerted 
this power with most success under the 
specious pretence of religion, by making \ 
all who presumed to oppose the tempo- 
ral authority and infallibility of the 
popes, feel the dire effects of it. 

The pretence for introducing the In- 
quisition into Spain, in the time of king 
Ferdinand V, and queen Isabella, was, 
an information given them of several 
jews and apostates, who, on maundy- 
thursday at night, had assembled pri- 
vately, and performed the Jewish cere- | 
monies, with execrable blasphemies and ! 
reproaches against our Savior ; six of 
them were ordered to be seized, and 
were kc^t in irons in the Dominican 
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I convent of St. PauFs, at Seville, for a 
long time, and barbarously tortured. — 
Several more were proceeded against in 
the same manner, and some were burnt 
alive ; and they that were pronounced 
less guilty had their families rendered 

I infamous, their estates confiscated, and 
great numbers were condemned to per. 
petual darkness and chains in a loath- 
some dungeon. 

In the united kingdoms of Castile 
and Arragon, there were eighteen differ- 
ent inquisitorial courts^ having each of 
them its councillors, termed apostolical 
inquisitors ; its secretaries, Serjeants, and 
other officers ; and, besides these, there 

I were twenty thousand familiars dispersed 
throughout the kingdom, who acted as 

^ spies and informers^ and were employed 
to apprehend all suspected persons, and 

; to commit them for trial, to the prisons 

I which belong to the Inquisition: by 
these familiars persons were seized on 
bare suspicion, and in contradictien to 
the established rules of equity, they were 
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put to the torture, tried* and coixdemned, 
by the inquisitors, without beingiCOOjGrontr 
ed with either their accusers, or witness 
ses against them, on whoseevidence thejf 
were oondemned. The punishments iur 
flicted were more or less dreadful ajc« 
cording to the caprice and humor of th6 
inquisitors 

In the year 1483, Thomas Turracre- 
mata, a Dominican friar, and prior to 
CQUTent de Sante Crux, at SegOTia, and 
confessor to their majesties, was appoint* 
ed the first inquisitor general in the king- 
dom of Spain, and next year satpresident 
at the assembly of divines, which settled 
the method of proceeding against the 
heretical pravity, and ordained those se^ 
vere laws, which the inquisitors use to 
this day. In 1485, the inquisitors h/eld 
eight acts of faith in the town of Guada* 
loupe, and delivered Didacus Marchena^ 
an heretical monk, and fifty Jews, men> 
women, and children, to be burned; dug 
up forty-six bodies of heretics from their 
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graves, and burnt their bones, also the 
effigies of twenty-five absent persons; 
and condemned sixteen to perpetual im- 
prisonment ; besides innumerable others 
sent to the gallies, and others sentenced 
to wear the san benito^ as a mark of per- 
petual. penance and disgrace. 

We are told that the Inquisitioiv of 
Portugal was copied from that of Spain, 
and introduced in the year 1535. But 
M. de la Neuville^ in his history of Por- 
tugal, declares, the Inquisition was in- 
troduced there anno 1537, under John 
III. and settled in the cities of Lisbon, 
Corribra, and Evora. 

The Inquisition has existed ever since 
in Portugal, and is the most severe, the 
most rigid, and cruel of any in the world. 

We also find that endeavors were 
used, though without success, to intro- 
duce the inquisition into England in the 
reign of queen Mary. — The justices of 
the peacCy says bishop Burnet, were now 
everywhere so slhck in the prosecution of 



15 

heretics J tfiat it seemed necessary to find 
otU other tools : so the courts of inquisition 
were thought on. 

These were set up in France against 
the Albigenses^ and afterwards in Spain^ 
for discovering the Moors; and now 
turned upon the heretics. Their power 
was unaccountable ; they seized on any 
thing they pleased, upon such inform^ 
ation or presumption as lay before them; 
they managed their processes in secret^ 
and put their prisoners to such tortures 
US they thought fity for extorting confeS' 
sions or discoveries from than. 

At this tim^y in 1557, both the pope 
and king JPhUipy though they differed in 
other things, agreed in this, that they 
were the only sure means of extirpating 
heresy. So^ as a step to the setting them 
up, a commission was given to Bonner^ 
and 'twenty more, the greatest part hy- 
men, to search all over England for all 
suspected of heresy, who did n^t hear 
WMss, go in procession, or take holy bread, 
or holy wetter. 
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They were authorized^ three being a 
quorum^ to proceed^ either %y present- 
mentSj or other political waySy They 
were to deHvet all they discovered to their 
. ffrSmafier; and wer^ to use all such means 
as they could invent^ which left to their 
XretHons and consciences far executing 
Ifkeir commissixms. Many other vommis- 
sionSf mihalternto these j were issued out 
fat several counties and dioceses. 

7%t> wets looked on tttsuchan advanch 
towitrds an Inquisition^ "that all condu- 
deS ^^w&ttld follow ere long. The hurnr 
ings were carried on vtgorousfy in some 
piaceSy &.wi%ut ccUdly in Utost parts; for 
the disUke of them grew to lye mosl uni^ 
versal. 

How greatly are we mdebled to isnch 
of our "brave and generous ancrestors, as 
in the reign of the nnmortal queen Eli- 
zabeth, rescued as, at the risque of their 
lires and fortunes, frotn that diabolical 
yoke, the Inquisition, which Britons, it 
is hoped, will never fell so low as to 
suffer to take footing among them^ 
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The Inquisition has not enlarged its 
jurisdiction since the attempts made to 
force it into the Netherlands. Such 
countries as had admitted this tribunal 
before, are still subject to it, and those 
which had refused it, have been so hap- 
py as to keep it out ; so that it is now 
confined to a great part of Italy, and the 
dominions subject to ^ the crowns of 
Spain and Portugal ; yet its power reach- 
es over a larger extent of ground than 
all Europe; and in the several placed 
where it is established, the sad marks 
thereof are but too apparent. 

The officers of the Inquisition are — 
three inquisitors, or judges; a fiscal 
proctor, two secretaries, a judge, a re- 
ceiver, and a secretary of confiscated 
property, assessors, councillors, an exe- 
cutioner, physicians and surgeons, a 
jailor, a messenger, door-keepers, fami- 
liars and visiters, who are invested with 
great Jg^yjl^ges, and sworn to the ut- 
inost secrecj. ]■;. ^ .., /. ^ 

c2 
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The first circuinstaBce which subjects 
at person to this tribanal, is heresy. Un> 
. der this head are comprehended all per- 
96nn who have spoken, written, taught, 
er practised, any tenets contrary to the 
scriptures, to the articles of the catholic 
creed, and especially to the traditions 
of the church of Rome. 

Likewise such as have denied the ca- 
Vi/ / tholic fathyby going over to some other 
/ religion ? ^r who, though they do not 
quit the Romish communion, praise the 
customs and ceremonies of other church- 
es ; practise some of them, o» believe 

m 

. that persons may be saved of any reli- 
gious sect or party, providing that they 
worship God in spirit and in truth.— 
Also who think, say, or teach any thing 
contrary to the opinion received at 
{ Rome vrith regard to the pope's unli- 
y mited authority and infallibility, his su- 
^ periority over general councils ; or who 
. speak, teach, or write, contrary to the 
papal decisions on any occasion what* 
•oever. 
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A suspicion of heresy, tvhich is the 
second case, is still more extensive, for, 
to incur suspicion, it is enough that such 
persons only start some offensive pro- 
position, or fail to impeach those who 
advance such — or contemn, or mutilate 
images — or read books condemned by « 
the Inquisition, or lend them to others. \ 

That person also incurs this suspicion, 
who deviates from the ordinary customs 
relating to religion practised by the ro- 
manists; as letting a year pass without ' 
going to confession or communion, the I 
eating meat on fish days, or neglecting \ 
mass at the times enjoined by the ; 
church. 

They also are suspected, who, being 
in holy orders, repeat such sacraments 
as should not be repeated, endeavor tO ^ 
enter into the marriage state, or marry 
two or three wives. ^ 

In fine, such incur a suspicion of he- 
resy as go but once to the sermons of I 
h^etics, or any other of their public ex- i 
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erciscs, or neglect to appear before the 
inquisitors when summoned, or procure 
absohition the same year they were ex- 
communicated ; also the lodging, or 
contracting a friendship, with heretics, 
making them presents, or even visiting 
them — especially the preventing their' 
imprisonment in the Inquisition, or fur- 
nishing them with the opportunity of 
escaping, though excited thereto by the 
strongest ties of blood, of gratitude, or 
of pity. Nay, to such lengths is this 
article carried by the inquisitors, that 
persons are not only forbidden to save 
heretics, but are obliged to discover 
them, though a father, brother, husband, 
or wife, on pain of excommunication, 
of incurring suspicion of heresy, and a$ 
being obnoxious to the rigors of the tri- 
bunal, as abettors of the heresy. jSow 
unnatural, how cruel, is such an injunc- 
tion! 

Under the name of fautors or abettors 
of heresy, which constitutes the third 
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case, are comprehended all who favor ' 
or defend the protestailt principles. \ 

These are dis titiguishedby the iadvisiiig 
or assisting, in any manner, those whom 
the inqnisitc»^ have begun to p^rsecnte, 
*— or,who knowing persons tol^e here* 
tics, or to liave escaped ftom the prisons 
of the Inquisition, or ^ho, npon their 
being cited to appear, refiised to obey 
the summons, yet conceal, advise, or as- 
sist them in order to their escape ; like^ 
wise all who by threats, or otherwise, 
molest the agents of tbe tribunal in the 
execwttoH o*f their oflfce ; or who, though 
they A) ttot themselves obstruct them, 
aid w abet opposers. 

T^e fourtfi case, subject to the j trdg- 
ment of the Inquisition, includes tnagi- • 
cians, wizards, sooth-sayers, and the • 
like; of whom it is supposed (very idly 
sure) that there are more in Italy than 
in any other country, the Italian womieii 
being strangely curious and credulous. 

We shall not take up the reader's time 
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by specifying the various accusations, 
they consisting of ridiculous supersti- 
tionSy arising from a heated imagination 
and blind credulity. 

Blasphemy, the fifth case, though very 
common, and one of the greatest crimes, 
yet the inquisitors do not take cogni- 
zance of it, except it contains some he- 
resy. We shall forbear giving instances 
thereof here, it being much better for 
mankind that such things should be 
buried in oblivion. 

Though neither Jews, Mahomedans, 
or such like, are subject to the Inquisi- 
tion, yet in many things they are obnox- 
ious to it, for instance, any of the above- 
mentioned cases ; those crimes not be- 
ing tolerated in Jews, Mahomedans, &c. 
more than in Christians. 

Farther, the abovementioned become 
subject to the Inquisition, if they preach, 
write, or publish any particulars con- 
trary to the Roman communion. 
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For instance, should a Jew, or Ma- 
homedan, deny a Trinity, or a Provi- 
dence, he would be punished as a here- 
tic ; as also were he to hinder a person, 
professing any of those religions, from 
becoming a romanist — or convert a ro- 
manist to theirs, or favor such a design. 

Jews are not permitted to publish, or 
even keep the Talftiud, or any book 
which speaks contemptuously of the ca- 
tholic religion, or is prohibited by the 
Inquisition ; and, in fine, are not per- 
mitted to have christian nurses, or to do 
any thing in contempt of the Romish re- 
ligion. 

The inquisitors take cognizance of 
such cases, and punish offenders in them 
with the utmost severity; so that the 
dread of this obliges those unhappy 
people to become converts to popery. 

The utter abhorrence in which these 
new converts are held, makes them unite 
closely one with the other, in order to 
perform mutual services, which, they 
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verity, all who offead its agents aad of- 
ficers, f 

On these occasions, the; slightest fault 
is considered as an heinous crime. — 
Neither birth^ employment, dignity, nor 
rank however exalted, can protect. To 
threaten ever so little, the lowest officer 
belopging to . the Inquisition, its inform- 
ers, or witnesses, would subject the per- 
son uttering the threat to the most qru- 
el punishment. 

Such are the cases which subject a 
person to the Inquisition* 



Having treated of the cases which sub- 
ject a person to this tribunal, we will 
now. consider the ways by which such 
a one becomes so- 

JPirst. By common fame, which de- 
clares him to be guilty, pf one or more 
of the crimes before specified. 
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Seccndty. By the deposition of wit- 
nesses, who impeach him. 

THhrdly. By his heing informed a- 
gainst by the spies of the Inquisition, 
who are tlispersed everywhere. — and 

Fourthly. By the confession of the 
prisoner, who accuses himself in hopes 
of being treated with greater humanity, 

than if he had been informed against by 
others. 

The manner of proceeding against a 
person impeached is, sometimes, upon 
the slightest suspicion* First, he is sum* 
moned three several times to appear be- 
fore the inquisitors ; when, if through fear 
or contempt, he should n^lect to do 
this, he would be excommunicated, and 
sentenced, provisionally, to pay a con- 
siderable fine, after which, should he be 
seized, a more severe sentence would 
ineviitably be passed upon him. 

The safest course therefore for a per- 
son to pursue who is impeached, is to 
obey the first summons, for the longer 
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he delaya to obey on this occasion, the 
more criminal he appears in the eyes 
of (he inquisitCMTs, though he should 
be feally innocent 

To disobey the command of the inr 
quisitors is ever considered a$ «t crime 
8iii$[cient to convict the person sum* 
moned providmg no other crime was al- 
ledged against him, as they always looli 
upon delays as certain indications of 
guilt, which caiise a dtead of appearing 
before the judges. 

When, therefore, a person is i^educed 
to this deplorable situation, nothing can 
secure him from undefgoiiig the most 
cruet tortums, except a virihoiitdry and 
perpetual^ exile. , For nothing is ever 
elMed from the minds of the inquisitors; 
time carMKOt obliterate the remembrance 
of any crime committed. 

It frequently ^a{^>ens that the inqui- 
sitors^ either from their considering the 
crime of whfich a person stands impeach- 
<»d. as enormous,, and t^t they ha/ve .39f< 
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^ient evidence gainst him, or firom 
their apprehension that he may escape, 
immediately issue their order, without 
first sending a summons, for his being 
seized in any place whatever. 

When this is the case, no asylum 
however sacred, or privil^e ever so 
great, can stop for a single moment the 
prosecution, or in the least abate its 
rigors. 

The inquisitors give an order under 
'their own hands, to the, executioner, for 
the apprehension of the person iilipeach- 
ed, who takes with him a sufficient num* 
ber of the familiars in order to prevent 
a rescue. 

There are no words capable of con- 
veying any description of the calamity 
of a man, under these circumstances. 
He perhaps is seized when in company 
vnth his friends, and surrounded by his 
family; a father by his son's side ; a son 
4>y that of his father ; and a wife in the 
company of her husband. No person 

£2 
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d aUowedi to mafce the leacst resistance^ 
or even to speak a i^ingle word in ftivor 
6f the wretched* prisoner, who is noting 
dulged with' a moment's respite to setde 
his most important afikii^^ or take aliust 
farewell of his afflictbd family, 

Fi-om hehice our readers may judge 
of the coiitintlttl apfprdhehsion with 
which the persons, who itthabitthe coun* 
tries where the Inquisition is estafolii^- 
ed, must nec^sarily be filled ; since, in 
iord^r to secure themselves from it; one 
friefid is obliged to sacrifice another; 
s<ms thieir parents, parents thehwAildren^ 
husbands^ their wiveSj wives Iheir hus- 
bands, by accusing them to the pretend* 
ed flbly Offlc^ef. 

What a horrid; scene of penrfidy and 
ittbumanity! What fciiid of community 
hiuist that iMy from whence gratitude, 
lire; and -a ifititiial forbearance, with* 
fiegard to human frailties, are banished? 
What musttHafttribumal be, which oMi- 
ges parents, not only to erase from^their 
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fDinds Ifie TememlMrance of thieir own 
efaildreDy to extinguieli all those keen 
sensations oi tenderness and afiection 
wherewith nature inspires them, bnt 
even to extend inhumamty so far as to 
force them to commence accusers/ and^ 
consequenftly, to become the cause of 
the cruelties inflicted upoh them?^ 

What ideas ought we to form to our^ 
iselves 9f a tkibunal, which obliges chiI-» 
dren not only to stifle every soft impulse 
of gratitude, love, and respect^ due to 
those who gave them birth, but even 
^rces tiiem, and that under the most 
rigorous pendities, to be spies over their 
parents, and to discover, to a set of mer- 
ciless inquisitors, the crimes, the errors, 
and even the little lapses to which hu- 
man frailty so often exposes. In a word, 
a tribunal, which will not permit rela- 
tions, when imprisoned in its horrid 
dungeons, to give each otliefr the l^ust 
«accoT, or to perjform the duties which 
religion injoins. 
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What disorder and confusion must 
/6uch a conduct giTe rise to in a tender* 
ly affectionate family ! An expression, 
innocent in itself, and, perhaps, but too 
true, shall, from an indiscreet zeal, or a 
panic fear, give infinite uneasiness to a 
family, shall ruin its peace intirely, and, 
perhaps, at length, cause one or more 
of its members to be the innocent, un- 
bappy victims of the most barbarous of 
all tribunals. 

What distractions must necessarily 
break forth in an house where the bus* 
band and vrife are at variance, or the 
children loose and v^ricked! Will such 
<;hildren scruple to sacrifice a father, 
who endeavouins to restrain them by his 
exhortations, by reproofs, or paternal 
corrections? Will not they rather, after 
plundering his house, to support their 
^extravagance and riot, readily deliver 
up their unhappy parent to all [the hor- 
jors of a procedure, founded on the 
blackest injustice? 
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A riotous husband, or a loode wife, 
have likewise an easy opportunity, as« 
sisted by means of tke prosecutioki^ in 
question, to rid themi^elyeB of one who 
is a check to their vices, by delivering 
him or her up to the rigors of the 
Inquisition. 

. Every detestablie expedient, such as 
false oaths and testimonies, are employ- 
ed, with impunity, to sacrifice an inno 
cent person. Very justly, therefore* 
m^ht an ingenious French authof, a 
Romanist, write thus^ speakirig of the 
various courts in Lima: The imst /ot- 
nddable of all the tribunals i^ that of the 
Inquisition^ whose bare name strikes uni- 
versal terror, I sty Because the informer is 
aAnitted as a witness. 2ndfyy As the per 
sons impeached never know those who tw- 
form against them. 3(%, Jis the wit-* 
nesses are never confronted. Hence^ iimo-^ , 
cent people are daily seized^ whose onl^f 
crime is^ that certmn wretches are bent (m 
fheir destruction* 
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is thoroughly searched, to didco* 
ver, if possible, any bookb or papers 
which may serve to convict him; or 
isome instrument he may employ to put 
an end to his life, in order to escape 
the various tortures, &c. Of this there 
are but too many sad examples; and 
Bome prisoners have been so rash as io 
dash out their brains against a wall, 
upon their being unprovided with scis- 
tsors, a knife, a rope, or the like. 

After a prisoner has been carefiiUy 
Bearched, and his money, papers, buc- 
kles, rings, &c. are taken from him, be is 
conveyed to a dungeon, the sight of 
vf hich must fill him with horror. Tom 
from his family and friends, who are 
not allowed access, or even to send him 
one consolatory letter, or take the least 
step in his favor, in order to prove his 
innocence: — he sees himself instantly 
abandoned to his inflexible judges, to 
malancholy and despair, and even often 
to his most inveterate enemies, quite 






uncertain of his fate. Innocence^ od 
such an oocasion, is as . a weak reed/ 
nothing being ea^er than to ruin an in- 
nocent personi 

All prisoners have not the like place 
of confinement; yet, though some cells 
are lighter than others, they are all very 
horrible and nasty, though it is digni- 
fied with the amiable title of Santa Casa 
1. e. the Holy House, the manner in 
which these cells are built is calculated 

to hold a great number of miserable 

* 

creatures. The prison consists of se- 
veral portions, each of which is divided 
into * a number of small square cells 
ten feet square, all vaulted and built 
over each otihier in two rows, the upper- 
most cells receiving a small glimmering 
of day, through a narrow opening 
guarded with iron gates above the reach 
of a, very tall man; those below are 
not only quite- dark, but narrower than 
the upper ones. The . w alls are five feet 
thick ; each cell is fastened with two 



doors; the iimer one thick covered 
with iron; and in the lower part of it 
there is an iron gate ; in the uppertnost 
part there is a small window, that is 
£auBtened with two iron bolts, throc^ 
which the prisoner receives such neces- 
saries as are thought proper. The 
outer door is entirely without any open- 
ing at all ; and this generally left open 
every morning from six to eleven, to air 
the prison. 

"When the prisoners* are safely lodged 
in these cells, whether they are men or 
women, their heads are shaved on the 
third day after their confinement, with- 
out any regard to birth or quality. 
Those who are confined in the lower 
cells generally sit in darkness (no light 
being allowed them) and are kept tiiere 
for years without any person being suf- 
fered to speak to them, except their 
keeper, and he only at certain hours, 
when they generally give them their 
provisions. They are not allowed an^ 
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book of devotion, but aresh^qt ,vp in 
.darlKness and solitude diat thegr maybe 
.broke by the horrors of so dreadful ^ 
confinemeut, and by the .ou^eries of it 
. forced to confess things wh}cb,tli6y have 
never done. «|a the me^ntin^ xvarioua 

V cruel .means. i»re usi^d to extort confes- 
sion' from those whom the inqiusitois 
fhaye a, desire to ruin. 

After his arrival at the prison, tbe du- 
quisitor, attended by the officers^fift^bia 
.mock holy tribunal, goes to thepri^^ltir 
er's abode, and there cauies au exapt 
..inventory to bC) made of all his papers, 
fleets, and of evary thing. found in Us 
^ho^se* Thay frequently sie»ze.,«dl his 
ipo^aessicms, ajtJessMit the greatest; part of 
rl^em,.tapay tfefmaelve$ thefine to wbi^h 
dbe may be ftentenced ; for very few es- 
Moape out of )the Inquisition withowt be- 
.ing entkely ^ruined* 

The methods ^used in proiceediiiig 
ragain3t heretics in Port9gal» .dil^r iu 

^mw|y<^4re9p«ct3 from those osedmSpsiBi 
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for in Portugal they are more reserved, 
so that it is not an easy matter to dis- 
cover all their secrets. All the accusa- 
tions are taken in such a secret manner, 
that the person accused knows nothing 
concerning it, till he is apprehended and 
committed to prison. When a person 
accused is apprehended, he is immediate- 
ly treated as if he had been guilty; all 
his effects are seized, and his wife and 
children turned out of doors, nor dare 
any piersons whatever contribute to- 
Ivards their subsistence. 

The house of the Inquisition in Lis- 
bon is a very spacious edifice. There 
are four courts, each about forty feet 
^square, round which are the cells, or 
prisons, being in number about three 
hundred : those on the ground floor are 
allotted for the vilest of criminals, as 
they are termed, and are so many fright- 
ful dungeons, all of the free-stone, arch- 
ied orer; and very gloomy. The cells on 
ihe^st floor are filled with Jess guilty 
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persons;* and women are commonly 
lodged in those of the second story. — 
These several galleries are hid from view, 
both within and without^ by a wall above 
fifty feet high, built a few feet distant 
from the cells, which darkens them ex- 
ceedingly. 

The house in question is of so great 
an extent, and contains so vast a variety 
of turnings^ that I am perfectly convin- 
ced that it is entirely impossible for any 
prisoner whatever to escape, unless he 
was previously well acquainted with 
the house, or had by some means pro- 
cured the clue to the right turning. 

The apartments which the chief inqui- 
sitor occupies are very extensive and 
form part of the house. The entrance 
to the house is through a coach gate 
which leads to a large court or yard, 
round which are several spacious apart- 
ments, where the king and his court 
commonly stand, to view the procession 
of the prisoners vn the day of the Autp 
daFe. 
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The fbinittire of the miserable dim- 
geoUd jndt' mentioned' is a strslw bed, a 
blanket, sheets, and sometimes amat- 
treiss. l*he prisoner has likewise a frame 
of wood about six feet long and three or 
fotft" widSe ; this he lays on the gronnd, 
and spreads his bed upon it. He hasr 
iFso a large earfhen pot to ease tiature 
ili^ ^ anf earthen pan for washing himself, 
two pitchers, one for clean and the other 
Ife" fbtil water ; a plate, and a liSttle tcs- 
irel with oil to* Kght his lamp : he is not 
however allowed any books^ boI even 
those of devotion. 

With respect to provisions, the inqnU 
sitors allow every prisoner a testoon, 
»ven pence hal^enny, English money, 
per day, for his subsistence. 

The gaoler, accompanied with two 
other officers, visits, at the end of every 
month, all the prisoners, to inqnire how 
they wouldhave their monthly allowances 
aid out. The prisoner usually expends 
nine testoons for part of his provisions; 



that is, for a porringer of broth and 
half a pound of boiled beef, daily ; eight 
testoons for bread, four for cheese, two 
for fruit, four, for brandy, and the rest 
for oranges, lemons, sugar, and washing. 

The gaoler's secretary, who accompa- 
nies him, takes an exact account of what 
particulars every prisoner requests to 
be; provided with during the month; 
which orders are pi^mctually observed. 
' . The . person who is appointed for to 
furnish the prisoners with their provi- 
sions, if he in the least infringes them is 
severely punished. 

Such as have a great desire for wine, 
or a large appetite, petition for an audi- 
ence, in order to set forth their wants; 
and these are sometimes supplied, pro- 
viding such indulgence does not create 
iotemperance;, these little indulgences 
are sometimes allowed in time, of sick- 
ness, when the inquisitors show some 
little humanity. — ^These exceptecj, no- 
thing is. found in them but severity and 
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barbarity. They are quite inflexible; 
for Mrhen once a person has the misfor* 
tune to be their prisoner, he is not only 
forbidden all correspondence with his 
iamily, bnt even to sigh, complain, wor- 
ship his God aloud, to sing hymns, or 
in short, to make the least noise. 

These are esteemed capital crimes, 
for which the guards or attendants of the 
Inquisition, who are ever walking up 
lind down the passages, first reprove 
him sharply ; but if he happen to make 
any noise the second time, they open 
his cell, and severely beat him ; and this^f 
not only to punish the prisoner offend* 
ing, but likewise to intimidate othens^ 
who, by reason of the horrid silence 
which ever reigns there, and proximity 
of the cells, may hear the blows and 
cries of the wretched victim* Of this 
barbarity we will here beg leave to give 
an instance, attested by several persons. 

A prisoner having a violent cough, 
one of the guards came and ordered 
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him not to make a noise: he replied, 
that it was not in his power to forbear ; 
when his congh increasing/ he was 
commanded a second tune to be silent; 
but this being impossible, he stripped the 
poor creatnre naked, and beat him so 
unmercifally that his cough grew worse, 
and the blows being again repeated, he 
^ed soon after. 

By this 8ile];ice, which the guards and 
keepers compel the prisoners to observe, 
they not only deny them every little con* 
mlation, but prevent such as are neigh- 
bours from making the least acquaint* 
ance; for the instant this should be 
found out, they would be removed to 
other cells. 

They never lodge two prisoners in 
the same cell ; to prevent, as the inqui- 
sitors pretend, their consulting together, 
in order to suppress or conceal the truth, 
or baffle the interrogatories; but the 
chief motive for keeping those unhappy 
persons apart is, to extort from them, by 
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the dreadful solitude of . their confine- 
ment, a confession of whatever the in- 
quisitors may require from them. 

However, on some occ^ions, two 
prisoners are lodged together in the 
same cell; a«, for instance, when ahus^ 
band and wife are imprisoned for the 
like crime, and that there is no room 
to suspect that one of them will prevent 
the other from freely confessing the se- 
veral articles of which he or she may 
stand indicted. 

- When a prisoner is sick, a companion 
is sometimes given unto him, in order to 
assist him, as he is told ; but in fi^ct to 
draw from him any expression which 
the inquisitors might turn against him, 
to his ruin. 

Likewise, when the inquisitors hav« 
not been able to prevail with a prisoner 
to plead guilty, and that there are not 
proofs sufficient to convict him, they 
then send him a companion, who bas 
been taught his lesson before hand by 
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the officers of the inquisition; and this 
companion artfully glides into the confix 
dence of the prisoner, wins his friend- 
ship, and inveighs strongly against the 
inquisitors; accuses them of injustice, 
cruelty, and barbarity ; and, insensibly, 
causes the unhappy victim to join his 
reproaches against the inquisitors and 
the Inquisition. 

This is a black and unpardonable 
crime; and, should the prisoner inad- 
Yertently fell into this trap, he would be 
inevitably undone ; for then his compa- 
nion immediately desires to be admitted 
to an audience, and then delivers to the 
inquisitors the expressions made use of 
by the unhappy prisoner ; and this evi* 
dence procured as it is under the mask 
of friendship, is made use of to convict 
the poor sufferer, n 

A day or two after a prisoner is 
brought into his cell, his hair is cut off 
and his head shaved. 
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On these occasions no distinction is 
made in age, sex, or birth. He then is 
ordered to tell his name, his profession,^ 
and to make a discovery of whatever he 
is worth in the world, 

To induce him to do this the more 
readily, the inquisitor promises, that, if 
he be really innocent, the several things 
disclosed by him will be carefully re- 
stored ; but that should any effects, &c. 
concealed by him, be afterwards foxtifd* 
tbfey will all be confiscated, though he 
ms^y be cleared* 

As most of the Portuguese are so 
weak as to be firmly persuaded of the 
sanctity and integrity of this tribunal, 
they do not scruple to discover even 
such, things as they might the most ea- 
sily conceal, from a firm belief that evjery 
particular will be restored to them the 
moment their innocence shall be proved. 

However, these hapless persons are 
imposed upon ; for those who have the • 
sad fortune to fall into the merciless 
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Jiands of these iniquitous judges, are 
instantly bereaved of all their possessions. 
In case they plead their innocence, with 
regard to the crimes of which they «tand 
accused, and yet should be convicted 
by the witnesses who swore against 
them, they then would be sentenced as 
guilty, andtheir whole possessions con- 
fiscated. 

If prisoners, in order to et^cape the 
torture, and in hopes of being sooner 
set at liberty, own the crime or crimes 
of which they are impeached, they are 
then pronounced guilty by their own 
confession ; and the public in general 
think their effects, &c. justly confiscated. 

If such prisoners come out of the In- 
'quisition^ as repentant criminals, who 
have voluntarily accused themselves, 
they dare not plead their innocence; 
since they thereby would run the hazard 
of being imprisoned again, and sentenc- 
ed, not only as hypocrite penitents, but 
likewise as wretches who accuse the in- 
quisitors of injustice; so that what 
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course soever these persons might tak^, 
they would certainly lose all such pos- 
sessions belonging to them as the inqui-^ 
sitors had seized. 

Sometimes a prisoner passes several 
months in his cell without hearing a sin^ 
igle word of being brought to his trial;; 
nay, even without knowing the crime of 
which he stands impeached, or a single 
witness who hath sworn against him. 

At last the gaoler tells him, a^ if of 
liis own motion, that it will be proper 
for him to petition to be admitted to au- 
dience. In case he consents to this pro- 
iposal, he is then conducted^ for the firs^ 
time, bareheaded,.to the judges. 

Being come to <me of the doors of the 
tribunal, the keeper knocks thriee, upoiv 
which the door is opened by one of the 
att^idants, or porters of the Inquisition. 

The prisoner is /commanded to stay 
Jn the >anti*<;hamber, till i the porter has 
tkaocked three iioies at the door of. the 
.great hall. 
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This is done in order to give the in- 
quisitors time to prepare for, aiid receive 
the prisoner ; ttiat is/'Tor tliein to dkMs 
all persons to whom they inay be giving 
audience, thereby to prevent the prison- 
er from seeing, or being seen by theni.. 
'' Eveiry thing being raide ready, pur- 
'sukht to the orders given for the pur- 
pose, tli6 judge veiio presides ia the great 
liall signifies it by ringing a little bell, 
upon which the i)orter of theliall opens 
the door. The prisoner enters, guarded 
"by his two keepers ; ' when these, ad- 
t^ncing towards the table, give the pri- 
soner a stool; after which, ceremonious- 
ly bending the knee, they retire. 

. The president then bids the prisoner 

^to tneeV down,' at the same time order- 

. ■' " . ' > • * ' • 

iiig inm to lay his right hand on a book, 

-•■• " »-'.'_ . ■ 

-^emch he presents to. him closed. He 

• • ■'■,..■ , , ■ 

then proiceeds to address hfm in these 
words, Wm you promise to conceal the 
secrets of" this holy office ^ ana to speak 
the truth 1 — If the prisoner ansMrers in 
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the affirmative, the president commands 
him to be seated, and afterwards asks 
him a great variety of questions, with 
respect to all such crimen as he may 
have committed, cognizable by the In- 
quisition. 

The secretary writes down very accu- 
rately the several interrogations and an- 
swers; which being done, he rings the 
little bell, when the prisoner is conduct- 
ed back to his cell in the same manner 
as he had been brought from it ; but not 
till after he has been exhorted to recol- 
lect all the sins he may ever have com- 
mitted since his arrival at the years of 
discretion. 

In ^case the prisoner has made an in- 
genuous confession, and complied with 
all the customs and orders of the Inqui- 
sition, the gaoler and under keeper, 
who are apprised of his conduct by the 
examiners, make him a low bow, and 
assume an air of mildness towards him. 
But if, on the contrary^ he shall decline 
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a direct answer to all such interrogato- 
.ries as they are pleased to propose, and 
happens to employ ambiguous or eva- 
sive expressions, as they may be deem- 
ed ; such as, / do not know^ I cannot 
call to mindy I have forgot ^ or the like; 
he is then remanded to his cell, with 
the rough severity of indignation. 

Some days afiter this first audience; 
the prisoner is again brought before his 
judges, with the like formality as before^ 
He is then asked, whether he has seri- 
ously examined and scrutinized into his 
past life, and has any thing' further to 
divulge. 

In case he shall accuse himself of 
some other crime or crimes, his decla- 
ration is received, and drawn up by the 
secretary: but if he refuses to make 
Miy further confession, the judge, by a 
thousand subtle, shifting, ensnaring ques- 
tions, endeavors to draw from him such 
answers as may condemn him. 



Thip. ^n^e^^ifhicb is lai4 ^ith ^the ut- 
Bopst . Q^ution , aqd. j^ddress, can hardly 
be esqap^d; for should thp prisoner 
have been confined merely on ^uch a 
random feeble report as is insufficient to 
convict him, th^ judges M^ould be great- 
ly : embarrassed < in ease he i^bould not 
fall one ^ay or the other into the toils 
thejf haye s.pread for him^ nor furnish^ 
]^^ bjis an8T»;er^ wherewithal to find him 

S^^lty. , : , 

; ril^d^rther^ vl^ the inquisitors promise to 
(c^^. j«rith tl^^ , greatest, lenity, and even 
t^^r^l^ie; thjO^ who shall accuse them^ 
selves before their crimes have besen 

proi^ed, ... 

\ iSqoi^ prisoners are thus overreached > 
and^pl^d.^nilty o£ the offences they 
^tan4 ^H^rged* with^ in hop^ s of obtain- 
ing, ^by such 9t voluntary confession, thp 
speedy^rieleas^ ,which is so solemnly pro- 
mised theija^, ^ , ., 

They often go 9^ step farth^r^ ancj 
some have been known even to declare 
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themselves guilty of crimes of which 
thiey are wholly innocent: a circum- 
stance which is always infinitely pleas- 
ing to the inquisitors, especially when 
they are not furnished with matter 
sufficient for the prisoner's oonyiction. 

But should a prisoner, either because 
he is really innocent, or too much on 
his guard to be cajoled or imposed on 
by their artifices, persist in pleading not 
guilty to their chaise, then a written 
copy of his indictment is given him ; 
wherein the inquisitors fi^equently inter- 
mix many false accusations, relating to 
the most .enormous offences, with those 
of which he stands indicted; all. such 
circumstances as are «wOm to by the 
witnesses, and which might be of service 
to the prisoner, being suppressed. 

The blending truUi and Bsilsehood to^ 
gether in this manner, is another trap 
laid for the wretched victim; for as he 
does not fail to inveigh bitterly againi^t 
the horrid crinies with which he is falsely 
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chntged^ hisijudgds take occasion from 
thence to stii>pose9 bnt very anjustLy^ 
that tfaoi^ conceFning which he com- 
plains teast, are^true. 
: After the prisoner has received the 
articles of indictment in writing he is 
asked, whether he desireatoibave a coun- 
sellor. However, he is n©t at liberty to 
chnse one: a coimsellor not being allow- 
ed to defend the cause of anheretie, 
vpon pain of being himself declared in^* 
famous. 

This person, therefore/ is appointed 
by the inquisitors, who take care, ta se- 
cure him to thefar own interests by dn 
oath. Such an assistant must conse- 
quently be of little service to thte prison- 
er, as he is not permitted to be his ad- 
vocate, to give him any advke, or to 
-search for prooft ; of hi? innocence, un- 
less in the presence of the inquisitors. 

Thus the prisoner is reduced :t6 the 
sail necessity of defending himself against 
accusers and witnesses wholly unktiown 
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to him. The fiscal profesiior i» his ac« 
cuser, and the only person he i» per- 
mitted to know. 

It is to no purpose whaterer that he 
desires to be informed of^ and confront* 
ed wkh, the witnesse^^ who baye sworn 
against him. The only circumstance in 
his power is to gness at tbem^ and to 
stsk if such and such people are not his 
enemies, to which ho answer, either af- 
firmatiye or negative, is returned to him. 

The inquisitors then proceed in their 
interrogations ; when, if the prisoner still 
continues to deny the charge, he is a- 
gtm remanded to his cell. ' 
i In fine, after being sometimes con- 
di)icted from the prison to audience, and 
frdm-aSadience to the prison," perhaps, 
for several years together, his trial is at 
length ; prepared, and definitively "con- 
cldded; 

.: For this purpose he is taken before 
the inquisitors, who deliver unto him *a 
ea^y of**the' depositions of the severad 
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witnesses; but not till they have ex- 
punged every particular which might 
serve to his justification; as likewise, all 
such circumstances of persons and 
places, as might give the prisoner light 
with regard to the witnesses who have 
sworn against him. 

If the prisoner is not prepared imme- 
diately to reply to the articles of which 
he stands accused, he is allowed three 
or four days to consider of them ; and 
for this purpose he is remanded back to 
the dungeon. 

On this occasion the unhappy creature 
racks his thoughts, in order, if possible, 
to trace out his accusers ; with respect 
to whom he yet often remains in doubt, 
after all his recollection and distracting 
reflexions. 

This time being elapsed, he is again 
summoned before his judges. He then 
is heard, with regard to any exceptions 
he may make, as to the witnesses, or 
the depositions sworn against Jiim^ 
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though he knows neither their names, 
professions, or characters. What, in- 
consistency ! But should he happen to 
pitch upon the real persons, and give his 
reasons why he supposes. tbey\ would 
endeavor to exercise their malice against 
him^.by false andiunjustaccusations ; this, 
thQugh,perhaps,it might tend to weaken 
their testimony^ yet it would not avail 
him to ipvalidate.it^ especially if be 
sho^jirld be charged with any black and 
heinous crimes. 

.Sucbare the prerogatives ofthewitr 
ne98e3 of this tribunal, who are never 
named, coMroBted, or known; by which 
mean^ crowds of them are easily to be 
prQciuredi. 

In case of heresy, the inhumanity of 
the inquisitors is bo great, that every 
person, how infamoiis soever his charac- 
ter may be ; though a thief, false^wear- 
er, or the like; yet his testimony would 
be received : and this would suffice to 
precipitate a poor injured prisoner to 
the flames. 
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The prisoner having given in his an- 
swers; in case the inquisitors are not 
satisfied with them ; if the charge is not 
sufficiently' proved; or the judges want 
to discover any accomplices the priso- 
ner may be supposed to have : for these 
causes, or any one of them/ they order 
him to the torture, at the motion of (he 
fiscal professor for that purpose ; and 
this is immediately put into execution. 

It has already been observed, that ini 
c^e a prisoner's confession was not 
deemed satisfactory, after every other 
method to extort it had been attempted 
without the desired effect, namely, his 
full convicticm of himself as to the crime 
laid to his charge in his indictment, the 
inquisitors then proceed to the horrid 
expedient of torturing the wretched vic- 
tim of their cruelty. Of these diaboli- 
cal tortures the following is a particular 
description. 

A Idte author, who has written on the 
Inquisition of Portugal, fully shews the 
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diflSculty of representing the tortures to 
Mrhich the poor prisoner is condemned 
by his merciless judges, in order to draw 
from his own mouth what they cannot 
prove by witness. . His words, upon 
this occasion, may be the best apology 
for any defect in our description. 

Oh! that I were able to give some 
faint idea of that variety of tortures 
which the miserable victims are here forc- 
ed to suffer! Sut no language can repre- 
sent such a complicated scene of hortors. 
It is utterly impossible for any words to 
describe which of them, is the most cruel 
and inhuman; every one is so exquisite in 
its kind^ as to surpass all imagination. 

With.wJiat detestation must not these 
monsters be viewed^ who are t/ie inventors 
atid perpetrators of such complicated acts 
of cruelty! They are formed like other 
meny it is truCy but they seem to be pos-^ 
sessed by different kind of souls; they 
bear but too great a resembalnce to the 
inhabitants of the infernal regions. They 
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dppear as little affected with the groans 
and agonies of their fellow-creaturesy as 
the cordSy and chains^ and racks of tor- 
turCy which are applied to their writhing 
limbs. The hearts of these ecclesiasti- 
cal butchers are grown callous, and, like 
those of the common species^ so inured to 
the shedding of bloody and the hoihri^ 
sight of mAngled carcases, as to have lost 
all the impressions of sensibility ^ and evefy 
touch and feeling of humanity. 

Perpetual scenes of horror and distress 
become so familiar to their minds, that 
what tdould rend the very heart strings 
of some men, make no more impression on 
theirs, than on a rock of adamant. In- 
deed, without such a fiend-like temper, 
it were impossible far any man to act the 
part of an inquisitor. 

In Spain and Portugal this scourge 
and disgrace to humanity has for centu- 
ries ^ared, monster-like, with its most 
fifightful aspect — in Rome it has been 
arach more tolerable. Papal aVarice 
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has' served to counterbalance papal ty- 
ranny. The wealth of modern Rome 
has risen very much from the constant 
resort of straQgers from all countries and 
all denominations, and chiefly those of 
the higher ranks. Nothing could have 
more effectually checked that resort, 
and of course the influx of riches into 
that capital than such a horrid tribunal 
as that which exists at Lisbon and Ma- 
drid, and which infused a terror that 
was felt to the utmost confines of those 
unhappy kingdoms. 

Exclusive of the cruelties and pu- 
nishments inflicted by " the holy office '\ 
says a late writer, it may be truly affirm*- 
ed that the Inquisition is a school of 
vice, and the lives of the inquisitors one 
continued round of debauchery, &c. of 
which we shall speak presently. 

At the Examinations and trials the 
artful judge grown old in habits of sub^ 
tlety, along with the sly secretary, prac- 
tises his cunningin interrogating a pri- 
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soner to fix a charge of heresy. Now he 
/ fawns, and then he frowns ; now sooths, 
and then looks dark and angry; some- 
times eflects to pity and to pray, at other 
times insults and bullies, and talks of 
racks and dungeons, flames, and the 
damnation of hell. One while he lays 
his hand upon his heart, and sheds 
tears, and promises, and protests he de- 
sires notthe death of a sinner, but would 
rather that he would turn and live ; and 
all that he can do he will do for the dis- 
charge, aye, for the preferment of his 
imprisoned brother. Another while he 
discovers himself deaf as a rock, false as 
the wind ,and cruel as the poison of asps. 
To convince the unprejudiced (in 
which number every one must be includ- 
ed, who is not irrecoverably immersed in 
the bottomless gulphs of popery^ and 
nursed up in its true spirit of persecu- 
tion) that this is the genuine character 
of ministers of that tribunal, we hope 
the following pages will amply suffice, of 
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whose authenticity there never hath been 
the least shadow of suspicion. 



We shaU now treat of the inqmsitors and 
their practices^ and as we shall state 
nothing but the truth, we shall con- 
fine ourselves merely to describing the^ 
practices of the inquisitors resident at 
Saragozay of whose conduct we have 
the most ample information, founded 
on facts. 

The Inquisition of iSara^02:a is com- 
posed of three inquisitors, who are ab- 
solute judges ; for from their judgment 
there is no appeal, not even to the pope, 
nor to a general council, as doth appear 
from i^hat happened in the time of king 
Philip II. when, the inquisitors having 
censured the cardinal of Toledo, the 
pope sent for the process and sentence, 
but the inquisitors did not obey him ; 
and, though the council of Trent dis- 
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charged the cardinal, they, notwith- 
standing, insisted on the performance 
and execution of their sentence. 

The first inquisitor is a divine, the 
second a casuist, and the third a civi- 
lian. The first and second are always 
priests, and promoted from prebends 
to the high dignity of being holy inqui- 
sitors. The third, sometimes is not a 
priest, though he is drest in a clerical 
habit. The three inquisitors in my time, 
(says the Rev. A. Gavin, to whom we 
are indebted for the following account,) 
were, first, Don Pedro Guerrero, se- 
cond, Don Francisco Torrejon, third, 
Don Antonio Aliaga. This tribunal 
hath a high sheriff, and God knows hoAV 
many constables and under oflScers, be- 
sides the oflScers that belong to the 
house, and that live in it, they have al- 
ways as many executioners we may say 
as oflScers and judges, &c. Besides these, 
there are many qualificators, woidjami^ 
liars, of which I shall give an account 
by themselves. 
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The inquisitors have a despotic pow- 
er to command every living soul, and 
no excuse is to be given, nor contradic- 
tion to be made to their orders; nay, 
the people have not liberty to speak noB 
complain in their misfortunes, and there- 
fore there is a proverb which says, Con 
la Inquisition chiton^ viz. Do not meddle 
with the Inquisition^ — or, As to the In^ 
qmsition say nothing. This will be better 
understood by the following account of 
the method they make use of for the ta- 
king up and arresting the people, which 
is thus : — 

When the inquisitors receive inform- 
ation against anybody, which is always 
in private, and with such secrecy, that 
none can know who the informer is, (for 
all the informations are given at night) 
they «end their officers to the house of 
the accused, most commonly at mid- 
night, and in a coach ; they knock at 
the door, (and then perhaps all the fa- 
mily is in bed) and when afnybody asks 
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from the window, Who is there? the 
officers say, The Holy Inquisition. At 
this word, the person receiving the an- 
swer, without any delay or noise, or 
even the liberty of giving timely notice 
to the master of the house, comes down 
to open the door. I say without the 
liberty of giving timely notice, for when 
the Inquisitors send their officers, they 
are sure, by the spies, that the person 
is within ; and if they do not find the 
accused, they take up the whole family, 
and carry them to the Inquisition ; so 
, the person answered is, with good rea- 
son, afraid of making any delay in open- 
ing of the the street door. Then they go 
upstairs and arrest the accused, without 
telling a word, or hearing a word from 
any of the family, and, with great si- 
lence putting the person into the carri- 
age, they drive off to the holy prison. 
If the neighbours, by chance, hear the 
noise of the coach, they dare not go to 
the window, for it is well known that 
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no other coach but that of the Inquisi*^ 
tion is abroad at that time of night; nay» 
they are so much afraid, that they dar^^ 
not even to ask, the next morning, their 
neighbours any thing about it, for those 
who talk of any thing the Inquisition 
doeth, are liable to undergo the same 
punishment, and this, may be, the night 
following: so if the accused be the 
daughter, son> or father, &c. and some 
friends or relations go in the morning to 
see that family, and ask the occasion of 
their tears and grief, they answer, their 
daughter was stolen away the night be- 
fore ; or, that the son, father, or mother, 
(whoever the prisoner may be) did not 
come home the night before, andthatthey 
suspect that he (or she) was murdered, 
&c. This answer they give because they 
dare not tell the truth without exposing 
themselves to the same misfortune ; and 
not only this, but they cannot go to the 
Inquisition to inquire for the prisoner, 
for they would be confined for that alone ; 
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80 all the comfort the family can have 
in such a case, is, to imagine that the 
prisoner is in China^ or in the remotest 
part of the world, or in hell, wherein 
nullus ordo sed sempiternus horror inha* 
hitat. This is the reason why nobody 
knows the persons who are in the In- 
quisition, till the sentence is published, 
and ei^ecuted, except those priests and 
friars summoned to hear tlie trial. 

The qimlificators ^n^ familiars which 
are in the city and country, upon neces- 
sity have full power to secure any per- 
son suspected, with the same secrecy, 
and commit him to the nearest commis- 
sary of the holy office of the Inquisition, 
and he is to take care to send him safe- 
ly to the prison, which is all done by 
night, and without any fear that the 
people should deliver the prisoner, nay, 
or ev^n talk of it. 
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QUALIFICATORS. 

Are those, that by order from the in- 
quisitors, examine the crimes commit- 
ted by the prisoners against the roman 
catholic faith, and do give their opinions 
or censures about it. They are obliged 
to secrecy as well as other people ; but, 
as the number of them is great, the in- 
quisitors make use of ten or twelve of 
the most learned that are in the city, in 
difficult cases; but this is only a forma'* 
lity, for their opinions and censures are 
not attended to, the inquisitors them- 
selves being the absolute decisive judges. 
The distinguishing mark of a qualifica- 
tor is the cross of the holy office, which 
is a medal of pure gold as big as a thir- 
teen vfith a cross in the middle, half 
white and half black, which they wear 
before their breasts; but, in public 
functions or processions the priests and 
friars wear another larger cross of em* 
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broidery on their cloaks or habits. To 
be a qualijicator is a great honor to his 
whole family and relations, for this is a 
public testimony of the old Christianity 
and pure blood (as they call it) of the 
family. f9s^^^Jy 

No noblemari^ovets the honor of be- 
ing a qualificatory for they are ambitious 
of the cross of St. James of Alcantara^ 
of Calatravay of Malta and of the GoU 
den fleece^ which are all the five orders 
for the nobility, so the honor of a qtuzlifi- 
cator is for those, who (though their fa- 
milies being not well known) are desir- 
ous to boast of their antiquity and chris- 
tianism, though,- to obtain such honor, 
they pay a CTeat sum of money ; for, in 
the first place, he that desireth to be a 
qualificatory is to appear before the holy 
tribunal, to make the public confession 
of the catholic faith, and to acknow- 
ledge the holy -tribunal jfor the supreme 
of all others, and the inquisitors for his 
own judges. This is the first step; after, 
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he is to lay down, on the table, the 
certificate of his baptism, and the names 
of his parents for four generations, the 
towns and places of their former habita. 
tions, and 200 pistoles for the expences 
in taking informations. This done, be 
goes home till the inquisitors send for 
him, and, if they do not send for him in 
six months time, he loseth the money, 
and all hopes of ever getting the cross of 
qualificator ; and this happens very often, 
for the reasons I shall give bye and bye. 
The inquisitors send their commissa^ 
ries into all the places of the new pro- 
ponants' ancestors, where they may get 
some account of their lives and convert 
sations, and of the purity of their blood, 
and that they never were mixt with 
Jewish families, nor heretics, and that 
they were old christians. These exami- 
nations are performed in the most rigor- 
ous and severe manner that can be ; for, 
if any of the informers and witnesses are 
in a falsity, they are put into the Inqui- 
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sitioQ ; so everybody gives the report 
concerning the family in question, virith 
great caution, to the best of their knovi^- 
*iedge and memory. 

When the commissaries have taken 
the necessary informations, with witness 
es of a good name, they examine the 
parish book, and take a copy of the 
ancestors' names, the year and day of 
their marriage, and. the year, day and 
place of their baptism. The commissa-* 
ries then return to the inquisitors with 
all the examinations, witnesses, proofs, 
and convictions of the purity and anci- 
ent Christianity of the propOnants' fami- 
lies for four generations; and, being 
again examined by the three inquisitors,, 
if they find them real and faithful, then 
they send the same commissaries to en- 
quire into the character, life and con- 
versations of the postulanty . or demand- 
ing person; but in this pcnnt the com- 
missaries pass by many personal fail- 
ings, so when the report, is given to the 
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inquisitors, they send for the postulant^ 
and examine him concerning matters of 
faith, the holy scripture, the knowledge 
of the ancient fathers of the church, mo- 
ral cases, all which is but mere formali- 
ty, for the generality of the holy inqui- 
sitors themselves do not take much 
pains in the study of those things, and 
therefore the postulant is not afraid of 
their nice questions, nor very solicitous 
how to resolve them. 

When the examination is over, they' 
order the secretary to draw the patent 
of the grant of the holy cross to such 
an one, in regard to his family's old pu- 
rity of blood and Christianity, and to 
his personal parts and religious con- 
versations, certifying . in the pa-tent, 
That for Jour generations past^ none of 
his father^ s or mother*s relations were at 
all suspected in points concerning the holy 
catholic Roman faith^ or mixt with jew-t. 
ish or heretical blood. 
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The 4^y following, the postulant aifv 
peaxs be^e theass^ootbly ofqwdificators 
m the H^Jilo/ the Inquisition, and the first 
ii\qi)isitor celebrates the mass, assifiiitedby 
two qmdificQttovs as deacon and subdea* 
con. OnQ of the oldest brothers preach- 
et^ ^ ipermon oa the occasion^ and when 
t)ie inai^ is oycf, they, make a sort of 
procesitsiQn in the same "baU, and afterit, 
the inquisitor gives the book <^ the gos- 
pel to the postulant^ and makes him 
swe^r the usual oath; which done, the 
post^JUmty on his kn^s^ receiveth the 
crc^s or> medal ftom the hands of the 
inquisiftor, who, witt;b a black ribbon^ 
p^ts it on the posttdanfs neck, and be- 
gins ta m^ Te JfeuMy ai^d the collect 
of t^^s, which is. the end of the cere^ 
rnqnies^ Then all the atsistant q^ali^ 
c<itor£. congratulate the new brother^ and 
aUgo up to. the inquisitoFi;'' apartment to* 
drink chocolate, and after that, every^ 
one to his own dwelling placci 
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The new qnaJificator dineth wlii the 
inquisitors that day; and, after dinner 
the secretary brings in a bill of all the 
fees and ^xpenis^s of th^ informd^tionis, 
whith he tnusl clear befofne he leSives 
the inquisition. Most cotnmonly the 
whole atnOunts to 400 pistoles, ihclnd- 
" ing the 200 he gave in the beginning ; 
but sotnetifnes it eofties to 1000 pistoles, 
to those whose ancestors were out of 
the kingdom, for then the commissaries 
expend a great deal knore : and if it hap- 
pen th)at they find the least spot ttf ju- 
dstii^m or heresy in some relation of the 
fkmily, the commissaries do not proceed 
any furthef in the examinations, but 
eome b^ck to the Inquisition immedi- 
Sitely, and then the postulant is never 
feent (6t by the inquisitors, who keep the 
fiOO pistoles fbt piftns uses as they pl*- 
tend, but in fkfct to defr&y some part of 
their debaucheries. 
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FAMILIARS 

ore always laymen, but of good sense 
and education. These wear the same 
cross, and, for granting of it, the inqui- 
sitors make the same informations and 
proofs as they make for qualificators. 
The honor and privileges are the same; 
for they are not subject but to the tri- 
bunal of the Inquisition. Their busi- 
ness is not the same, for they are only 
employed in gathering together, and en- 
quiring after all books against the ca- 
tholic faith, and to watch the actions of 
suspected persons. They insinuate 
themselves into all companies^ and they 
will even speak against the Inquisition^ 
and against religion, to try whether 
people are of that sentiment: in short, 
they are spies of the inquisitors. They 
do not pay so much as the qualificators 
for the honor of the cross, but they are 
obliged to take a turn now and then into 
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the country at their own expense. They 
are not so numerous as the qvxdificators ; 
for in a trial of the Inquisition, where 
all ought to be present, I did reckon 
once 160, and twice as many quali/ica- 
tors, I saw the list of them both> viz. 
of the whole kingdom of Aragon^ where- 
in are qualificators of the secular priests 
243, and of the regular 406. — ^Famili- 
ars 208. 

The royal castle, formerly the palace Of 
the kings of Aragon^ called Aljaferitty 
was given to the inquisitors, to hold their 
tribunal there, and prison too. The 
best apartments were for the three in- 
quisitors and their families, the rest for 
the sheriff and subaltern officen^. It is 
a mu sket shot distance from the city on 
the river side ; but after the battle of 
Alfnanzay when the duke of Orleani^ 
cag^ as generalissimo of the Spanish 
and French armies, he thought that 
place necessai-y to put a strong garri- 
son in, so he made the marquis de Torsfy 
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governor of the fort of Aljaferia^ and 
turned out the inquisitors, who being by 
force obliged to quit their apartments* 
took a large house near the Carmelites' 
convent ; but two months after> finding 
the place was not safe enough to keep 
the prisoners in^ they removed to the 
palace of the earl ofTuentes^ in the great 
street called coso^ of which they were 
turned out by monsieur de Legale as^ I 
shall tell bye and bye. 



A Form of their Public Trial. 

If a trial is to be made pubHcly in the 
hall of the holy office, the inquisitors 
summon two priests out of every parish 
church; and two regular priests out of 
every convent. All the qualificators 
and familiars that are in the city. The 
sheriff and all the under officers, the se- 
cretary, and the inquisitors; all the 
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aforesaid meet at the common hall on 
the day appointed for the trial, at ten 
in the morning. 

The hall is hung in black, without 
any windows, or light but what comes 
through the door. At the front there is 
an image of our Savior on the cross, 
under a black velvet canopy, and six 
candlesticks, with six thick yellow wax 
candles, on the altar table. On one 
side there is a pulpit with another can- 
dle, where the secretary reads the crimes; 
three chairs for the three inquisitors, 
and round about the hall seats and 
chairs for the summoned priests, friars, 
familiars, and other officers. 

When the inquisitors are to come in, 
an under officer crieth out, silence^ si- 
lence^ silence j the holy fathers are camr 
trig ; and from that very time till all is 
over, nobody speaks, nay, nor spits, and 
the thoughts of the place puts every to- 
dy under respect, fear, and attention. 
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The holy fethers, with theit hats on 
their heads, and serious countenances, 
go, and kneeling down before the altar, 
the first inquisitor begins to give out, 
Veni Creator Sptritus, menies tuonm/i 
msita^ ^c. and the congregation sing the 
rest, and the collect being said by him 
also, every body sits down. Then the 
secretary goes up to the pulpit, and the 
holy father rings a small silver bell, 
which is the signal for bringing in the 
criminal. What is afterwards done will 
be known by the following trials and in- 
stances, at which I was present, being 
one of the youngest priests of the cathe- 
dral, and therefore obliged to go to these 
dismal tragedies, in which the first thing 
after the criminal comes in, and kneels 
down before the inquisitors, he receives 
a severe bitter reproof from the first in^ 
quisitor, who measures it according to 
the nature of the crimes committed by th^ 
criminal ; of all which, to the best of my 
memory, I will give an account in the 
first trial. 
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TRIAL I. 

Of the reverend Father Joseph Silvester^ 
Franciscan Friar; and the Mother 
Mary, ofJisuSy Abbess of the Monas- 
tery of Epila^ of Franciscan Nuns. 

Father Joseph was a tall lusty man, 
40 years of age, and bad been twelve 
years professor of pbilosopby and divi- 
nity in the great convent of St. Friancis. 
Sor* Mary was 32 years oW, mighty 
witty, and of an agreeable counte- 
nance, The two criminals were drest 
in brown gowns, painted all over with 
flames of fire, representing hi^ll, a thick 
rope tied about their necks, and yellow 
wax candles in their hands. Both, in 
this droll appearance, came and pros- 
trated themselves at the inquisitors' feet, 



* Sor is a title given to the nuns, which answers 
to Shter, as coming from the latin Soror. 
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and the first holy father began to cor- 
rect them in the following words. 

" Unworthy creatures, how can our 
catholic roman faith he preserved pur^, 
if those, who by their office and minis- 
try o«ight to recommend its obselrtance 
in the most earnest manner, are not only 
the first, but the greatest transgressors 
of it? Thou that teachest another not 
to steal, — not to commit fornication,--^ 
dost thou steal and commit isiacrilege, 
which is worse than fomicatiott? In 
these things we could show you pity 
and compassion, but as to the transglrei^* 
sious of the express commai»dments of 
our chtarch, and the respect due to us 
the judges of the holy tribunal, "We can- 
not; therefore your sentence is pro- 
lloun<^ed by these holy fttthers of pity 
and compassion, the lords inquisitors, &s 
you shall hear now^ and afterwards 
undergo." 

Sor Mary was in a flood of tears, but 
father Joseph^ who was a learned man. 
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with great boldness and assurance, said, 
\Vhat! do you call yourselves holy fa- 
thers of pity and compassioja? I say 
unto you, That you ave three devils an 
earth, fathers of alt manner of mischief 
barbarity and lewdness. No inquisitors 
were ever treated at such a rate before, 
and we wepe thinking that friar Joseph 
was to suffer fire for this high aflEront 
to them. But Dou Pedro' Guerrero first 
judge, though a severe, haughty passion^ 
ate man, prdered only a gag or bit of a 
bridle to be put in^ his mouth, but friao* 
Joseph, flying injto. a fury, said, J despise 
allyow iQrm^ntSf for my tri^nes are not 
ag^qinst yffUs but agaimt Gvd, who is the 
onlyjtAdge of my conscimce, and you do 
worse ti^ngs^ ^d 

The iiftqiiisitors - ordered him to be 
carried to jH'ison, while the crimes and 
sentences were reading ; so he was. car^ 
ried in ; ^nd the nun,^ with great humili- 
ty, heard thQ accusaiiion and sentence. 
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The secretary, by order, began to 
read, 1st, that friar Joseph was made 
father confessor, and Sor Mary mother^ 
abbess. That in the beginning they 
shewed a great example of humility and 
virtue to the nuns ; but afterwards, all 
their zeal did appear to be mere hypo^ 
crisy, and a cover for their wicked ac- 
tions ; for, as she had a grate in the wall 
of friar Joseph's room. They both did 
eat in private and fast in public. Thq^t 
the said friar Joseph was found in bed 
with Sor Mary^ by such a nun, that she 
was found with child, and took a reme- 
dy to prevent ' the public proof of it. 
That both friar Joseph and /Sbr Mary 
had robbed the treasury of the convent, 
and that one day they were contriving 
how to go away into another country, 
and that they had spoken in an irrever- 
ent manner of the pope and inquisitors, 

This was the whole accusation against 
them, which friar Joseph and Sor Mary 
had denied before, saying, it was only 
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Itemed afuhnaH9e:ef the. i^mn/WA ^i^imik 
tJienty and desired tkewitnessef^to^he^p^ 
ducediefon t9iim; but thitibeiiig ag^ijist 
the oustom/oftheholy office tfaer boly fiyi/? 
there Jbad pronotttlGed the sentence^, vizi 
tlHsufefriar /a^qe2i%[sybottld'be4epiiyt4pf all 
1^ himors o£: hi»: ordei;, s^nd ofi aptii^e 
and passive voice, ai^i'be jramQve4!ta9* 
oountiiy oon wnji, m^ h^ wbipped th^ee 
tto^s a w^, iS^rib^ i^paqe^pf ji^ic we^s> 
T^t Son MiBiry^ «b.ould be depri^^ oS> 
her abb^yand repiiQveid ifktOi anotlji^r 
inoQastery. Tbis puui^hiB^^ being, os^ly 
f^r their aud^pi^s^ aiul;.di£|iye^pectfui 
iBs^nnei?Qf spe«fcipg agaiiwit i^be pope 
and inquisitors. • ^ 

lud^d by thisi w^t^^^i „ T^^?di4 rbe- 
liev^, th^t tbe <;i:imes they iveye c^^urged; 
with, were, opily aji inveptiQ^ 0|f the ma-i 
liciou^ nuqi^ ; b^ut pojor firJR^ Jpsepfi^ diii; 
auffer lor his ipdi^retioyt^; for though 
the next d^y, t)\e jnqpisitor^ gavc^ out^ 
that he b^ ^P^P^4 o^tof prjuspi^ if^e 
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did believe'fa^ ttad been strangled in the 
Inquisition. ^ * » 

■' This was the first trial! was ptfesent 
at, and the second was that of Maiy 
Guerrero and friar Michael JSavarOy of 
Which I shonid hjave given an account 
had it riot been fo# tijie same crimes as 
ttie proceeding one; 

After these two trials; the mquisiton^ 
were turned out by monsieur de Legal, 
and for eight months we had no Inquii 
sitibn. How this thing happened is 
worthy of observaitich,* therefore I shall 
give a particular accodiit of it, that I 
may hot deprive the public of so plea*, 
sant a story. '■ 

In- '1 700; after the battle of Almanza, 
the Spanish srmy being divided into two 
bodie*, one of ^hem W^ent throu^i the' 
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kirigdoitt of Fcffawcja . to the frontiers of 
dktaliinidy conmiatided by the duke of 
JJertcwft,^nd the other composed of the^ 
Fre»<rA shJikilia^y troops, 14,000 in num- 
ber, went to the conquest of Aragon, 
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whose inhabitanta had. deelased t&em^ 
selves for king Charles III. The body 
of French troops was commanded by 
his highnjess the duke of Orleans, who 
wasthegeneralissimoof the whole army. 
Before he came near the city, the magis- 
trates went to meet lorn and.o^ed the 
keys of the city, but he refused them, say- 
ing he was to enter it througl^ a breach ; 
so he did, and treated the ]people as^ re- 
bek to their lawfal king : and when he 
had ordered all the civil and military af- 
fairs of the city, he went down to the fron- 
tiers of Catalonia^ leaving his lieutenant 
general, mcmsieur de Jofrevillei governor 
of the town. But, this governor being 
a mild tempered man, he was loth to folr 
low the orders left with him, as to the 
^contribution money ; ao he was called 
to the army, and the lieutenant general, 
monsieur d^ Legal cwxeia his place; 
The city was to pay lOOO.crowjis a 
month for the duke's table, and every 
house a pistole, which, by computation^ 



«»l^ ixf ^Vti^Bvm of S8,0A0 pistele* a 
ilvsiAb^ Which were paid fi snoniths toge- 
ther; beBides thi^, the CNStevents iwsre tto 
)Mty a ^onatioR or^gtft proportionuble to 
d^wr v€Ml». The cta^joge of JesmU 
^fmaie dharged 9000 pietolies, tbe JDd- 
ittmfetMi^) 1000, liicgitffiiM^ 1400, €&r^ 
i^Utes 1000, ^cc Monsieur die £^«g^ 
]Seiit ftn^t to the Jesuks^ who neifbsed l<r 
pay, sarjiKg, jTifto/ tif 'Wns ^gaimt tke et^ 
£iesituaicai imvmmty ; but ife jL^^^ tmt 
acquainted wkk these ecorts of eKCuses, 
did eead four companies <(Kf greiadier«l 
to ^narter m tbcir eiljtege at tdiBCPetiaa. 
?he tfedier inmiediately «eiit an exprass. 
to tbe king% latbcr^cMkiibssov, who wai^ 
a Jesuiij ^kh ccmfkiwii about the 6ase ; 
iiflQit Ihe f raniM&iera dift make ttifWe ex^ 
j[>editkm in tiieo* pluiMteri^g and mis^^ 
ehieft, than the isomier did in his jour- 
ney t so iha fathers aeeiog the damage 
their, goods iiad tdready received, and 
^Ying aome violence upon their trea* 
0iire, went and paid laousieur de Legal 
2000 pistoles as a donative. 
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'Next to this he sent to khe Domini^ 
*€ans. The fi»ars of this order are all 
familiafs of the Inquisition, and depend- 
ing upon it, they did excuse th^nselves 
In a civil manner, - saying. They had no 
money y and if monsieur de Legal had a 
inind to insist upon the demand of tOOO 
pistoles^ they could not pay them without 
tending to him the silver bodies of the 
isamts: The friars thought by this to 
frighten monsieur de Legal, and if he 
^as so resolute as to accept the offer, 
to send the saints in a procession, and 
raise the people, crying out- here^^here- 
sy: De £«^a/ aiiswered thfe friars,^ that he 
was' obliged t6 obey the duke*^ orders, 
and he would receirethe silver saints. So 
thefriaifs, all in a solemn procession, 
and with lighted catidles in their hands, 
carried the saints to thegoremor Legaf; 
and as soon ^s he healrd of this public 
act of devotion of the friars, he ordered 
immediately four cbihpanies of grena- 
diers to line the strecits oii both sides» 

i2 
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ImjBk^ tift heu^e, wA to ka^p tkw fo- 
8^9 io OQ6 hftod, a^d a liglited candle ia 
the Qthex^ to i^eeivQ the Bujats with the 
same deTotii)n and veneration. Ami 
though the iriar»*^Mlea¥aFed to x^ise the 
people, no one was sa hold as to exjpese 
hiupuselfto Ihearipy, there heiqg eight 
regiments left to k^ep the mob under 
fear avid subjection. J^egal received the 
saints, and sent theni to the ipintj, pi:or 
i^ifling the father prior to give him what 
remained above IQQO pisM^* The frir 
Qi:s being di^^powted: in their jexpec^V 
ation of liaising; the peopK went to the 
inquisitors tp d$»re thew to release im- 
n^e^tely their £|aia^ out of the iniift, 
by ejn^communicating monsienr ^^ .^^- 
g^^ which the inquisitors :did npoii 4he 
spot; and the esx^onuvm^ication be^\g 
4rawn and signed, they/gave stricl;* or- 
ders, tQ their secretary to gp wd jre^.it 
ibefoire, nxonsiei^r de X^«f/, which he did 
accordingly ; , and ?no^ieur. the goKern- 
pr, far froip flying intp. 9 {itsasiDp^.^tb 



e mill! €outitenftnce^ took the paper fn>af 
the secretary, tmd said, '' pray tell your 
uaster^-, theiinquiaitors, that I will an- 
swer them (KHQfeorrow morniog/' The 
secretary went away lEally satisfied with 
Z^^V mil behavior, a^d the same 
louuite^ aa if he waa inspii^ed by Iftie ho- 
liy sj^riti,; without r«flectifig upoa. any 
consequaices, he called faisf owd secre* 
^tary> aad bid hioi draw a copy c^the 
axcommumcation, putting out the i^ame 
Qi Legal, and insertiii^ in its plaoe the 
h^ly inqumiti^s. The ne^i^t morning he 
^ve orders for fouif regiments to be 
rea4^> and sent them along with his se- 
Qnetary {^to! this Inqaisition^ with com- 
^D^^nd tot i^ead the excommuoicatidn to 
Jih^ in^isitors them^selves, and, if they 
mftd^ ^e lea^t noise, to torn them out 
op^ all; Jthe prisons, and quarter tw'o 
ii^gifneiijts- there. He was not afraid of 
the p^opl^ £^r the dUrke had takai a^way 
e^l t|ie.lE^*ma;pf eyery individual person, 
and^ oa pmu of d?ai^» cdmmavded that 
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ttobody should kieep afiy thihg but a 
6hort sword ; and besides, four regi- 
ments were under arms, to prevent all 
sorts of tumults and disturbances^ so 
his secretary went and performed the 
gtovernor^s orders. The inquisitors we^e 
indeed never more surprised^ than to see 
themselves excommunicated by a man 
that had no authority for it, and resent* 
ing it they began to cry out, War ixgainst 
the heretic de Legale this is a public in- 
sult against our catholic ifaith; To which 
the sefcretary answered. Holy inquisitors^^ 
the king wants this house to quarter 
his troops in, so walk out immediatefy.^ 
And 9^ they continued in their ie^la^ 
mations, he. took the inquisitors with a 
Strong guards and carried then> to^a pris 
vd,te house destined for them; but'when^ 
th^ i^aw the laws of militlBtry <lisciptiiae,. 
they beggefd leave to take their goods 
along with them, which wais immediate** 
ly granted, '■ and the next day th^ set 
Ofit for Madrid to complain' ttf thie kittgi 



who gave ihem this slight ans'Wer, lam 
very sorry for it, hut I cannot help it, 
my crown is inkhngerj and my grand- 
fatter defends it, and this is done by his 
tr90p9^ tfit had bem done hy my tpoops^ I 
shouid ^pfy a ^^peedy remedy^ bv* ytm 
must hme ptttien^ce iill things take <M^ 
ihertam. 8a the inquisitors 'frere o^i^ 
^ed 16 have patience for eight tuonths^.. 
The secretary of monsieur de Legai, 
Mcopdmg to his orders, op^n^d the 
doors of ^1 the prisons, and then th^ 
wickedness of the inqnisitors \rere d^ 
tected, for 400 prisoners got liberty that 
day, and, among them 60 young women 
were found very well dressed, who \vere, 
in all human appearance, the number of 
the l^ree inquisitors' SeragKo^ as some 
of them did afterwards own. But this 
<iiscovery, so dangerous to the holy tri*" 
bunal, was in some measure prevented 
by the archbishop) who went to mon- 
sieur de Legal to send the women to his 
palace, and that his grace would take 
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the archbishop. Now, my conversatiott 
with her being apropos^ and necessary 
to discover the rogtiishness of the inqui>- 
sitors, it seems proper to lay o«r con^ 
versation before the reader. 

Mr. Falcaut, my country woman's 
husband was then in Paris upon some 
pretentions^ and, though her father and' 
mother in law were continually aJt home, 
tliey did not= mistrust me^ I being a 
c/ountry man of their daughter in law^ 
who freely came to my room at' any 
time, and, as I was desiring her not tt>- 
expose herself to any uneasiness on my 
account, die answered ^me, captain, we 
are now in France not in Saragozay and 
we enjoy here all manner of freedom, 
without goingfaeyondthelimits-bf sobrie^ 
ty; so you may ease yourself <$n that 
point, for my father and mother, in law 
have ordered, me to be obliging to you^^ 
nay, and t© beg the favor of you to takfe 
your repose here this, week, if your hn* 
^inesg permit: it, and be pleased U>i 



accept thi» Iferir small entertaintneirtorf 
free cost, as a token of their esteem to 
me and my country gentleman. 

If it had not been for my continual 
fear of being discovered, I would have 
accepted^ the proposition^ so I thanked 
her, and begged her to return my hearty- 
acknowledgments to the gentleman and 
lady of the house, and that I was very 
sorry, that my pres^ng business at Paris 
should^ prevent and hinder me to enjoy 
^uch agreeable company; but if my bu- 
siness was soon dispatched at Paris,, 
then at my return, I would make a halt 
there, perhaps for a fortnight. 

Mips. Faulcaut was very much con- 
cerned at my haste to go away, but she 
did make me promise to come back 
again that way ; so amidst these com- 
pliments from one to another, supper 
came in, and we went to it, the old man 
and woman, their daughter and I;, none 
of them but Mrs. Faxilcaut could speak 

K 
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Spanish, so she was my interpi^eter, for 
I could not speak French. 

After supper, the landlord and land- 
lady left us alone, and I began to beg 
of her the favor to tell me the accident 
of her prison, of her sufferings in the in- 
quisition, and of every thing relating to 
the holy office, and fear not, said I, for we 
are in France and not in Saragoza ; here 
is no Inquisition, so you may safely open 
your heart to a country man of yours. 

I will with all my heart, said she; 
and, to satisfy your curiosity, I shall 
begin with the occasion of my imprison- 
ment, which was as follows : — 

I went one day, with my mother, to 
visit the countess of Attarass. and 1 met 
there Don Francisco Torrejon her con- 
fessor, and second inquisitor of theholy 
office: after we had drunk chocolate, 
he asked me my age, and my confessor's 
name, and so many intricate questions 
about religion, that I could not answer 
him. His serious countenance did 
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frij^btein j. e, and, as he perceived my 
fear, he <^ie?ired the countess to tell me, 
that he was not so severe as I took him 
to be, after which he caressed me in the 
most obliging manner in the world. He 
gave me his hand, which I kissed, with 
the greatest respect and modesty ; and 
when he went away, he told me, my 
dear child, I shall remember you till the 
next time. I did not mind the sense of 
the words, for I was inexperienced in 
matters of gallantry, being only 16 yearj» 
old at that time. 

Indeed he did remember me ; for, the 
ver^ night following, when we were in 
bed, hearing a hard knocking at the 
door, the maid that lay in the same 
room where my bed was went to the 
window, and asking, who is there? — 
I heard say. The Holy Inquisition. 
I could not forbear crying out, Father! 
Father ! I am ruined for ever. My fa- 
ther got up, and enquiring what was the 
matter, I answered hjm witfr tears. The 



Inquisition; and he fw fear that tbip 
ipaid should not Qpenitbe door.as quick 
asjsuch a case required, went down 
{iwseii^j^s another J[6raAi2^, to open 
the door, and to oSet his dear daughter 
to jthe £re of the inquisitors, and as I 
did not cease to qry o^t* asif 1 was ^ 
mad gid, joy dear iather, jaUin tears, 
did put in jny £Qouth die jbit cf a^bridle, 
io shew hi^ obedience to the holy joffice^ 
^d his z&dX ior the cathoUc i^th, for 
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h^ thought J had oonunitted ^n^ue crime 
against religion; so the. offio^^ giving 
n^ bjukt time to put on any .petticoat and 
a:inaatle, ifiok ma down 'mi» the jcoaql^ 
^d without giving me the ^(atisfactioii 
of ^wbyraicing my d^ax &ther and mo- 
ther, jth^y carried me into the Inq^^isir 
tipn ; I did expect to die that very 
mght; but wh^n &ey carried me into a 
noble woaxy weU furnished, and an qx<* 
cellent bed in it, I was xjuite surprised^ 
Tha offioerf left me thene, And inunedi** 
iitely a makJ leame in with a salver o( 
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sweet meats and cinnamon water, de^ 
siring me to take some refreshment be- 
fore I went to bed ; I told her I could 
not; but that I should be obliged to 
her, if she could tell me whether 1 was 
to die that night or not? Die, said she, 
you did not come here to die, but to 
live like a princess, and you shall want 
for nothing in the world but the liberty 
of going out; and now pray ease your 
mind, and go to bed, and sleep easy, 
for to-morrow you shall see wonders iii 
this house, and as I am chosen to be 
your waiting maid, I hope you will be 
very kind to me. I was going to ask 
her some questions, but she told me; 
madam, I have not leave to tell you any 
thing else till to-morrow, only that no 
person shall come to disturb you; and 
now I am going about some business, 
and I will come back immediately, for 
my bed is in the closet near your bed : 
so she left me there for a quarter of an 
hour. ; • * 
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The great amazement I was in took 
away all my senses or the free exercise 
of them, for I had not liberty to think 
of my parents, nor of my grief, nor of 
the danger that was so neax me ; so i^ 
this^ suspension of thought, the waiting 
woman came and locked tke channbes 
door after her,, and told me, madam, let; 
1^ go to bed^ and only tell me what 
t^ne in the morning you will have the 
chocolate ready. I asked her her namev 
9^d she told me it wa^ Mary* Mary,, 
^r Qod's sake, said I> tell me whether! 
ernn^ to die w not? I have told you, 
madam, that y oa came to live as one of 
the happiest creatures- in the worlds 
j^nd as I observed her reservedness, I 
did not, ask her anymore:q^estions; so 
];€^ommending myself to God almightfr 
and to our. lady of Pilav^ and preparing 
i|[^yself to die; I went to bed but could 
not sleep one minute. I was up with 
the day, but Mary^ not till six o'clock: 
then she got up, and wondering ta see; 
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m^ upi bH^ said to me, pray, madams 
will you drink chocolate now? Da 
what you please, said I; then she lefS 
me half an hour alone, and she came 
back with a silver plate with ts^o cup» 
of chocolate arid some bisCuif s on it. — ' 
I drank one cup and dteired h^r to" 
drink the other, which she did, 

Well^ Mary, said I, can you give ra0 
any account of the reason of my being* 
here? not yet, madam, said she, biit 
only have patience for a little while. 
With this answer she left me, and a» 
hour, after cam^ s^in with two baskets^ 
witlia fine Holland shift, a Holland 
petticoat, with fine lace about it: two 
silk petticoats, aud a little Spanish 
waistcoat with a gold fringe all over it: 
with combs and ribbons, and every 
thing suitable to a lady of higher quali- 
ty than mine ; but my greatest surprise 
M^ as to see a gold snuff-box M^ith the 
picture of Don Fransiseo Torrejon, m 
% then I sooii understdodthemeaningof 
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my comfinement. So I considered with 
myself, that to refuse the present would 
be the occasion of my immediate death, 
and to accept of it was to give him, even 
on the first day, too great encourage^ 
ment against my honor. But I folind, 
as I thought then, a medium in the casfe ^ 
so I said, Mary, pray give my services 
to /)<Ml Francisco Torrejon^ and tell 
him, that as I could not bring my clothes 
along with me last night, modesty perr 
mits me to accept the clothes, which ?ire 
necessary to keep me decent; but since 
I take no snuff, I beg his lordship to 
excuse me, if I do not accept this box. 

Mary went to him with this answer/ 
and came again with a picture nicely 
set in gold, with four diamonds at the 
four corners of it, and told me that his 
lordship was mistaken, and that he de- 
sired me to accept that picture, w^hich 
would be a great favor to him ; and 
while I was thinking with myself what 
to do, Mary said to me, Pray, madam. 
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take my* advice, slccept the picture and 
ev^ry thiag that he .may send to you ; 
for coDsider that if you do not consent, 
and comply with every thing he has a 
wind for, you will soon be put to deaths 
and nobody will defend you ; but if you 
afe oblong and Icind to him, he is a 
vary complaisant and ^igreeable gentle- 
man, and wUl be a chartning Idv^er, and 
you will be h^e like a queen, and he 
will give you another apartment with a 
fine garden, and many young ladies 
fidiall come to visit ydu ; so I advise you 
to send a civil answer to him, and desire 
a visit from him, or ielse you will soon 
begin to nepent yourself. O dear Godj 
said I, must I abandon my honor with- 
out any remedy ! if I oppo&e his desire, 
he by force will obtain it. So, full of 
confusion, I bade Mary to give him 
what answer she thought fit : she was 
very glad of my humble submission, and 
went to give Don Francisco my answer. 
She came back a few niiinutes after, all 
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overjoyed, to tell me his lordship would 
honor me with hi& company at supper, 
and that he could not come sooner on 
the account of some business that called 
him abroad ; but in the mean time he 
desired me to mind nothing but how to 
divert myself, and to give to Mary my 
meaisure for a new suit of clothes, and 
ordered her to bring me every thing I 
could wish for, Mary added to this; 
madam, I may call you now mistress, 
and must tell you, that I have been in 
the holy office these 14 years, and 
i know the customs of it very well, but 
because silence is imposed upon me un- 
der pain of death, I cannot tell you any 
thing but what concerns your person ; 
so in the first place, do not oppose the 
holy father's will and pleasure: second- 
ly, if you see some young ladies here, 
never ask them the occasion of their be- 
ing here, nor any thing of their business, 
neither will they ask you any thing, of 
this nature, and take care not to tell 
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them any thing of your being here ; you 
may come and divert yourself with them 
at such hours as are appointed ; you 
shall have music, and all kinds of re- 
creations ; three days hence you - shall 
dine with th^m, they are all ladies of 
' quality, young and merry, and this is 
the best of lives, you will not long for 
going abroad, you will be so diverted at 
home ; and when your time is expired, 
then the holy fathers will send you out 
of this country and marry you to some 
nobleman. Never mention the name of 
Don FrandiscOy nor your name to any 
one. If you see here any young ladies 
of your acquaintance in the city, they 
never will take any notice of your for- 
merly knowing each other, though they 
will talk of indifferent matters, so take 
care not to speak any thing of your fa- 
mily. All these things together made 
me astonished, or rather stupified, and 
the whole seemed to me a piece of en- 
chantment; so that I could not imagine 
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what to thiok of it With this lesson 
she left me, and every time she went 
out, she locked the door after her. 
There were but two high windows in 
my chamber, and I could see nothing* 
through them, but examining the room 
all over, I found a closet with all sorts 
of historical and profane books, and 
every thing necessary for writing. So 
I spent my time till the dinner came in, 
reading some diverting amorous stories, 
which was a great satisfaction to me. 

When Mary came with the things for 
the table, I told her that I was inclined 
to sleep, and that I would rather sleep 
than go to dinnei:, so she asked me 
whether she should waken meornot, and- 
what time? Two hours hence, I said, so^ 
I lay down and fell asleep, which was a 
great refreshi]lient to me. At the time* 
fixed she awoke me, and I went to din- 
ner, at which was every thing which 
could satisfy the nicest appetite. After 
dinner she left me alone, and told me^ 
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if I did want any: thing I might ring ithicr 
bell and oaih-sol went again to the 
closet, and spent three hours in reading. 
I think really I was under some : en- 
chantment, for I was in a perfect sus- 
pension of thought, so as to remember 
neither father nor mother, for this ran 
least in my mind, and what was most 
in it at that lime, I do not know. Mary 
came and told me Don Francisco wa.& 
come home, and that she thought he 
would come knd see me very soon, and 
begged of me to receive him graciously. 
At I seven in the evening Don Francisco. 
c^me in,; in hi^ night-gown and night- 
cap, no^t with the gravity 6f an inquisi«« 
tor, but with the gaiety of all officer.: 
^e saluted me with great respect and 
civility, and told me he had designed, tq 
keep me.conipany at supper, butcpuld 
not that night, having some business; of 
consequence to finish in his closet; and 
that his coming to see me was onlyk^ut 
of the respect he. had for my family, and 
to tell me at the same time, that some 



no 

«f mj k>ters had pioeimd my rilin for 
ever, accusing ikie m matto^ of religion; 
H^aJk the informations w^^e taken, and 
the sentence pronounced against me, to 
be burnt alive in a dry pan with a gra* 
dnal fire; but that he, out of pity and 
lave to my family, had stofiped the ex- 
eeution of it £aoh of these ivords waa 
a mortal stroke to my heart and know- 
ing not what I was domg, I threw my« 
sely at hi»feet, and said ; Seigmor^ have 
you stopped <he execution fiHrever^i^ 
That only belongs to you to stop it, or 
Bot, said he, and with that he wished we 
a good night. As- soon as he went 
away 1 fell a crying, but Mary^ ca4ie 
and asked me what could oblige me to 
eigr sobi^rly? ah! good Mary/ said I, 
pray t^ me what is themeaning of the 
4ry pan and ^adual fii^ ior I am ii^ 
expectation of nothing but death, and 
that by t^. O! madam, never fear, you 
wiH see anothm* day tlj^dry pan and 
gradual file, but they are mad« for these 
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only^at oppose tlie holy fatiiers' will^ 
not for you who are so ready t6 dbey 
them> But pray» wan !><>» Frmncieeo 
Very eiyil aad obligiiig? I 4o not know 
said T, fof his discourse ba3 put. me p^ 
of iny wits; thi^ I knowj^ that he ^alti** 
ted me. with respl^ct and citiUty^ but he 
has tefit me abruptly. Well,, said Marf » 
you do not knoiY his temper, he is the 
most ohliging man in the wwid^ if peo- 
ple are Gi?il with him, and if not^ he is 
M unfU^ifuI as a Nero^ and so fw 
your oUn preservation) take <are to 
oblige hiii^ iH all respects; now, pt*ay go 
tb dupper^ ^nd be easy^ I wa$ s^ oiueh 
troubled in ifiind viritb the thoughts #f 
thfedry pan and gradujal fife^ that H 
could nMther eat or sleep that ilight« 

Barly m the mOjtiing Mary got up^ 
atid told iSit thitt no pers(m was yet up 
in the housd, and that Ae would ishew 
me the dry pan and gi^dual jfire, on 
tonditiott that T should keep it a seorat 
for her sake and my o^to#; Whiohl 
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having promised her, she took me along 
vrith her, and shewed me a dark room 
with a thick iron door, and within it an 
oven, and a large brass pan upon it, with 
a cov^r of the same, and a lock to it, 
the oven was burning at thie same time, 
dnd I ask^d Mary, for what use that 
pan was there? And she, without 
giving me any answer,- took me by the 
hand out of that place, and carried me 
into a large room, where she shewed me 
a thick wheel covered on both sides^wrth 
thick boards, and opening a little win- 
'dow in the centre of it, ' deshred me to 
lodk with a candle on the indide of it, 
^atfd I tow 'all the circumference of thie 
wheel set with sharp rasors. After 
that, she shewed me a pit full of ser- 
pents, and toads. Then she' said to me, 
my good mistress, I will tell you the 
«se of these three things. The dry« pan 
and gradual fire are for : heroes, and 
those that oppose the hoiyfathers' will 
aiid plea8ulre,'for1;li^y are put all naked 
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a&d alive into the paB, and the cover 6t 
it being) locked up^ the execntionet \m^ 
pOB to put in the oven a smaU fii^^ aiMl 
by degteeei lie attgmenteth it tiil the hm 
dy is reduced to ashes. The Second lis 
deigned for those who: speak s^ainst 
the pope and the holy fatheils^ for the$ 
are pmt iritfaia the yrheel, and the Utfle 
door. being locked^ the execritionet 
taKHs the wheel till the pm^on is delidi 
And the third is for those who condeni* 
the inM^es, arid refme t» gite the diie 
respect to ecclesiastical persons, for l&eyi 
are tiiroi^n into th^ pit^ and there tfaejit 
become thejt food of serpents andtoad»is 
Tbe» Mary said, that anoAker d^y shs 
would shew me this tormentsr for pnblsa 
sinners and transgrcssot^ of thie ftvt^ 
commandments of our h^ mother tks 
ckurck; SO: I, in deep amazemeniv desifed 
Mary» to shew me no more places^ ft>t 
the thoughts of those three wlieh I had 
seen^ were enough to terrify me to the 
heart. S9 we went to mj room, ami 
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she charged me again to beTery obedi- 
ent to all the commands, &c. of Don 
Francisco y for if I were not, that I was 
to undergo the torment of the dry pan 
and gradual fire. * 

I had conceived such an horror for 
the gradual fire, thatl was not mistress 
of my own senses, nayi nor of my 
thoughts : so I told Mary, that I would 
follow her advice, and grant D&n 
Francisco every thing, he would desire 
of me. If you are in that .disposition, ^ 
said she, leave off all fears and appre- 
hensions, and expect nothing but plea- 
sure and satisfaction, and all manner of 
recreation, and you^ shall begin to expie- 
rierice some of these things this very day. 
Now let me dress you, for you must go 
to 'wish a good, morrow to Don Fran-- 
Cisco, and* to breakfast withhim.* — 
I thought really, this was a great honoi* 
to me, and some comfort to my troubled 
taind? so I made all the haste I could, 
and Mary conveyed me through a gal- 
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lery into Don Francisco's apartment 
He was still in bed, and desired me to 
sit down by him, and ordered Mary to 
bxing the chocolate two hours after, and 
with this she left me alone with Dan 
FranciscOy who immediately ardently 
declared his inclinations to me, I had 
not the liberty to make any excuse, and 
60 by extinguishing the fire of his pas- 
moTiy I was . freed from the gradual fire 
and dry pan, which was all that trou- 
led my mind. When Mary came with 
the chololate, I. was very much ashamed 
to be seen with him in bed,: but she 
coming to the bed side where I was, and 
kneeling down, payed me homage as if 
I was a queen; and served me first with 
a cup of chocolate, still on her knees, 
and bade me give another cup to Don 
Francisco myself, which he received very 
graciously, and having drunk up the 
chocolate, she went out ; we discoursed 
for a while of various things, but I never 
spoke a word but wheu he desired me 
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to answer him : so at ten o'clock Mairjr 
came again and dreissing me, &be desired 
me to go along with her, and leaving 
Don Francisco in bed, she carrijed mt 
into another chamber very delightinJk 
and better furnished than the firsts for 
the windows of it were lower, and I had. 
the pleasure of seeing the rtTer^ and 
gardens on the other side of it Thea 
Mary told me, madam^ the youngJadies 
of this bouse will come befpre dmner to 
welcome you, and mak0 theniselvea 
happy in the honor of jrour eompanyi 
and will take you to dine with them.-^ 
Pray remember the advices 1 haye 
given you already, and do not m«dkf 
yourself unhappy by asking useless 
questions. 

She had just finished these , wof ds^ 
when I saw entering my - apartment, 
(which consisted of a large antKchambep 
and a bed chamber, with two large clo^ 
sets) a troop (^ young beautiful ladies 
finely dfessed,^ who all> one afibes 
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another, came to embrace me, and to 
wish me joy. My senses were in a per- 
fect suspension,' that I could not speak 
a word, nor answer to their kind com- 
pliments; but one of them, seeing me so 
isilent, said to Ine, madam^ the solitude 
©f this place will affect you in the be- 
ginning, but when you begin to be in 
our company, and feel the pleasures of 
our i|musements and recreations, you 
will qiiil^, your pensive thoughts: now 
we beg of you the honor to come and 
dine witli us to day, and henceforth, 
three days in a week. I did thank 
them, and we went to dinner. That 
day we had all sorts of exquisite meats, 
and were served with delicate fruit and 
sweetmeats. The room was very long, 
with two tables on each side, and another 
at the front of it ; I reckoned in it, that 
day, j&fty-two young ladies, the oldest 
of them not exceeding 24 years of age. 
Six maids did serve the whole number 
of us, but Mary waited on me alone 
that day. 
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After dinner, yre went up stairs into 
a long gallery, all ronnd about with 
lattice windows; where, some of us 
played on instruments of music^ others 
plajring at cards, and some walking 
about, we spent three hours together. 
At last) Mary came up ringing a little 
bell, which Was the signal £3r us to re** 
tke into our rooms, as they told me^ 
bat Mary said to the whole company, 
ladies, to day is a day of recreation, so 
jrou may retire into what room you 
please till eight o'clock, and then you 
are to go into your own chambers: so 
tiiey all desired leave to go with me to 
my apartment, to spend the time there, 
so I was very glad they preferred my 
chamber to another; so all going down 
together, we found in my anti-chamber, 
a large table with all sorts pf sweetmeats 
upon it, iced cinnamon-wat^, and sh' 
mondfr-milk,; and the like, every one did 
eat and drink, but nobody spoke a word 
touching the sumptuousness of the table, 
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nor mentioned any thing concerning the 
Inquisition of the holy fathers; so we 
spent our time in merry indifferent c<m- 
versation till eight oV?lock. Then every 
one retired to their own room, and 
Md.ry told me that Don Francisco did 
wait for me, so we went to his apart- 
ment, and supper being ready we both 
sat at table, attended by the maid only. 
After supper Mary weat away, and 
we to bdd; and next morning she served 
us with chocolate, which we drank in 
bed, and then slept till ten o'cl'ock : — 
theq we got up, and my waiting maid 
ca,rried me into my chamber, where I 
fbund ready two suits^ of clothes of a 
rich brocade, and every thing else suit* 
able to a lady of the first rank. I put 
on one, and when I was quite dressed^ 
tiie young l^^dies came to wish me a 
good morrow, all dressed in different 
clothes, and better tiian the day before, 
and we spent the second and third days 
in tlie same recreations ; Don FVancisco 
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contiauing with me in the same man^ 
ner. But the third morning, after drink- 
ing chocolate in bed, as the custom was 
for JDon Francisco and me, Mary told 
me tha|^,^ lady was waiting for me in 
her chamber, and desired me to get up, 
with an air of command, and Dan 
Francisco saying nothing against it, 1 got 
up, and left him iabed. 

I thought realjy that thjis was to give 
me some new comfort and diversion; 
l^ut I was very much mistaken, for Ma*. 
ry conveyed me into a young lady's 
ropm not 8 ^et long, which was. a per- 
feet pri^n, and there, before tihe lady, 
told me, madam, this is your room, and 
tiiis young lady . is your bedfellow and) 
comrfide, and left me there with this 
unkind command. Oh heavens ! thought 
I, what is Uiis that has happened to meH 
I fancied myself out of grief, and I pei«- 
ceive now the beginning of my vexation.; 
}yhat is this, dear lady, said I, »» thi^ 
an enchanted palace, or a hell upon 



121 

earth? * I have lost father and mothec, 
and, what is worse, I have lost my hon- ' 
or and my soul for ever ! 

My new companion seeing me like a 
mad-woman, took me by the hand, 
and said to me, dear sister, (for this is 
the name I will benceforth give, yon) 
leave off your crying, leave off your 
grief and vexation; for you can do no- 
thing by such extravagant complaints 
but heap coals upon your own head, or 
rather under your body.. Your imisfor- 
tunes and ours are exactly of apiece: 
you suffer nothing that we have not suf- 
fered before you; but we are not allow- 
ed to shew our grief for fear of greater 
evils : pray take good courage, and hope 
in God ; for he will fiaid some way or 
other to deliver us out of this hellish 
place ; but above all things takfe care 
not to shew any uneasiness before Mary, 
who is the only instrument of our tor- 
ments or comfort, and have patience till 
we go to bed, and then I will tell you 

N 
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of joy, and to be very merry three days, 
when a young lady comes here, as we 
did with you, and you must do with 
others : liut after it we live like prison- 
ers, without seeing any living soul but 
the six maids, and Mary who is the 
housekeeper. - We dine all )£ us in the 
hall three days a week, and three days 
in our rooms. When any of the holy 
fathers has a mind for one of his slaves, 
Mary comes for her at nine o'clock ; and 
conveyeth her to his sipartment; but 
as they have so many, the turn comes 
perhaps once a month, except for those 
that have the painful honor of giving 
more satisfaction than ordinary to these 
monsters in human form, those are sent 
for very often. Mary doth not suffer 
quarrels between us, and if any one 
happens to be troublesome, she is bit- 
terly chastised for it: so we are always 
under a cotitinual fear. 
! I have been in this bouse these six 

, . • • • • 

yeara, and I was not fourteen years of 



age when the offifcers took me frdtti mjr 
father's hdu^e, and have been ^ ifiotlie^ 
once. We are at pi^esent fi Ay-two 
young ladies, and we lose every year 
six or eight, blit we do not know where 
they are &ent; but at the' same time 
other young ladifes arfe brought here, and 
sometimes I have fefeen jiere severity- 
three ladiei^. All o\ir coritiiiued tot- 
men t is to think, and \Vith evety teasbh, 
that those whoiri we Idsfe ev^ry yeai* 
are put to death ; for the holy fathers 
will never "rAn th6 ha:^aird 6i being dis- 
coveted in these t^ifed^iiijfejanot*s, by 
seeding out of the 'libuse* anjr of our 
companions; whd Wbtudhateit in their 
powei* to disclose to the -^otiA their de- 
baucheries, *&c. Arid its v^e fcantio't op- 
pose thfetr comniands, and tfre'i^fefbi*^ w6 
commit s6 ntariy iriisdoirigs^ yef ^6 sfilf 
fervently pray God, andth'^lilessedyir. 
gin Mary, tofoi*^^'ri^tlfdn^ irfrtce it is 
against dnr wills ^e* do* theiii, aiid iiS 
ptesterte us ffoitl' de^tli Wiffiis* liOtke. 

Ma 
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So my dear sister, arm yourselJF with 
patience, and put your trust in God, 
who will be our only defender and 
deliverer. 

This discourse of Leonora did ease 
me in some measure^ and I found every 
thing as she had told me: and so we 
lived together eighteen months, in which 
time we lost eleven ladies, and we gain- 
ed nineteen new ones.. I know all their 
stories, which I cannot tell you to-night, 
but if you will be so kind as to stay 
h»e this week, you will not think your 
time lost, when you come to know them 
aH. I did promise her to stay that 
week with a great deal of pleasure and 
{satisfaction; but though it was late,, 
and the people of the house were re-/ 
tired» I begged of her, to make, an end of 
the story concerning* herself^ which she 
did in the folio wi9g manner : — 
. After the eighteen months, one night,. 
M^y came and ordered us to follow 
her, and going down stairs^ she bade us 
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go into a coach, and this we thonght 
the last day of our lives. We went out 
of the house, but where we did not 
know, till we were put into another 
house and room worse than the first, 
where we were confined above two 
months without seeing any of the holy 
fathers, or.Mary, or any of our compa- 
nions : and in the same manner we were 
removed from that house to another^ 
where we contintied till we were mira- 
iculously delivered by the French offi- 
cers. Mr. Faulcaut, happily for me,, 
did open the door of my room, and as 
soon as he saw me, began to shew me 
great civilities and took me and Leonora 
along [with him to his lodgings, and af- 
ter he had heard my whole story, and 
fearing that things would turn to our 
disadvantage, he ordered the next day 
to send us to his father. We were dres- 
sed in men's clothes, to go the more 
safely, and so we came to this house^ 
where I was kept for two years, as the 
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daughter of the old man, till Mr. Faul- 
caut's regiment being broke, he came 
home, and two months afterwards mar- 
ried me, Leonora was married to ano^ 
ther officer and they live in Orleajis^ 
which being in your way to Paris ^ I do 
not question but you will pay her a 
visit. Now my husband is at court 
soliciting a new commission, and he 
will be very glad of your acquaintance, 
if he has not left Paris before you go 
to it. Thus ended our Conversation the 
first night. 

I stayed here afterwards twelve clays, 
in which she told me the stories of ftll 
the young ladies ; which were repeated 
to me by Leonora without any altera- 
tion as to the substantial points of them. 
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/ now propose to speak of the restoration 
bf the holy fathers into the Inquisition^ 
and afterwards I will go On with re- 
lating some of their public Trials. 

At last, after eight months reprieve, 
the same inquisitors came again, with 
more power than before ; for Don Pe- 
dro Chwrrero^ first inquisitor, was cho- 
sen by the pope, at king Philip^ s request, 
ecclesiastical judge for priests, friarsj, 
and nuns, to examine and punish crimes 
of disaffection to his majesty ; so, for a 
while, he was pope, king, and tyrant. 
The first thing which he did, was to give 
the public an account of the crimes for 
which all the prisoners that* had been 
delivered, were confined in the Inqui- 
sition, to vindicate, this way, the honor 
of the three inquisitors, commandite, 
at the same time, all sorts of persons to 
discover and secure any of the said pri* 
soners, under pain of death. This pro* 
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clamation was a thing never heard of 
before, and we may say, that mtisfactio 
nonpetita^ general srtspicionem; for really^ 
by this, they did declare themselves 
guilty of what was laid to their charge 
in relation to the Seraglio^ in the ^opi- 
* nion of serious and sensible ^ people, but 
everybody was terrified by ibe said pro- 
clamation, and none dared to say any 
thing about it. 

The unmerciful Chierrero, like a roar- 
ing lion, b^an to devour all sorts of 
people, shewing by this, his great affec- 
tion to the king, and his fervent zeal for 
the pope; for sinder pretence of their 
behTg disaffected to his majesty, he con- 
fined, and that publicly, near 300 friars, 
and 150 priests, and a great number of 
the laity. Next to this, he made him- 
self master of their ^estates, which were 
sold publicly, being bought by the 
good loyal subjects. He <iid suspend, 
ah officio et beneficioj many secular 
priests, and banisjied them out of the 
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dominions of Spain; wbipt others pub- 
licly, banished atid whipt friars, and 
took the liberty insolently to go into the 
n^onastery of the nuns of St. Lucia, and 
whipt six of them for being affected to 
Charles HI, and he. imprisoned Donna 
Catherina Caflero, only for being the 
head of the imperial faction. But ob- 
serve, this whipping of the nuns, is only 
giving them a discipline, viz. so many 
strokes with a rod on the shoulders, but 
Gteerrerd was so impudent and bare- 
facd a Neroii that, commanding the poor 
ntins to turii their habits backwards, 
and discover their shoulders, he himself 
was the executi6ner of this unparalleled 
punishment. 

As to the laity that were put into the 
Inquisition, and whose estates were 
seized; we did not hear any thing of 
them, but I am sure that they did end 
their lives miserably in that horrid place. 
Many of theto left a great family behind 
tllem> who w^re al 1 reduced 'to beggary, 
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for, when the heads of them were confi- 
ned, all the families must i^fier with 
them : and this is the reason, why more 
than 2000 families left the city and every 
thing they had, rather than undergo the 
miseries of that time, and the cruel per- 
secution of Guerrero y so we may be- 
lieve that having so great authority as he ' 
^ had, he could soon recruit his Seraglio. 
• Though Chierrero was so busy in the 
ajffairs of the king, he did not forget the 
other business concerning the catholic 
faith, so, to make the people^^ sensible of 
his indefatigable zeal, he began again to 
summon priests and friars to new trials 
of which I am going to speak. . 

TRIAL II. 

The Trial and Sentence of the Licenci^ 

ate LIZONDO. 

The secretary rea,d the examinations, 
Evidences, and convictions^ and the said 
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Lizondo (who was licentiate, or master 
of arts) himself acknowledged the feet, 
which was as follows. 
|.; The said iezeww/o, though an ingenious 
man, and fit for the sacerdotal function, 
would not be ordained, giving out that 
he thought himself unworthy of so high 
a dignity, as to have every day, the Sa- ' 
vior of the world in his hands after the 
consecration. And by this feigned hu- 
mility he began to insinuate himself into' 
the people's opinion, and passed for a 
religious, godly man among them. He 
studied physic, and practised it only 
with the poor at the beginning; but be- 
ing called afterwards by the rich, and 
especially by the nuns, at last he was 
found guilty of some practices highly cri- 
minal, and of such a nature as to merit 
the greatest punishment. We did ex- 
pect a severe sentencte — but it was only 
that the licenciate was to disco ve'r to the 
the inquisitors, on a certain day ap- 
pointed by them, the recipe for making 

N 
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the people sleep, and that the punish- 
ment to be inflicted on hin^ was to be 
deferred to the discretion of the holy fa- 
thers. We saw him afterwards every 
day walking in the streets, and this was 
all his punishment ; we must surely be- 
lieve that such crimes are reckoned but 
a trifle among them ; for, it is very sel- 
dom they shew any great displeasure or 
severity to those who iare found guilty 
of them. 

TRIAL III. 

Of an Order from the Inquisitors to ar- 
rest a Horse J and to bring him to the 
Holy Office. 

This case well deserves my trouble 
in giving a full accdunt of it, so I will 
explain it from the beginning to the end. 
The rector of the university of Sarago- 
za has his own officers to arrest the 
scholars and to punii^ them if they 
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commit any crime. Among their offi- 
cers, there was one called Guadalazara 
who was mighty officious and trouble- 
some to the collegians or students ; for, 
upon the least thing in the world he did 
arrest them. The scholars did not love 
him at all, and contrived how they , 
should punish him, or to play some coa- 
mical trick upon him. At last, some of 
the^trongest did agree to be at the bot- 
tom of the steeple of the university in 
the evening, and six of them in the bel- 
frey, who were to let down a lusty 
young scholar, tyed with a strong rope, 
at th^ hearing of the word WaVy so the 
scholars tliat were in the yard, and at 
the bottom of the steeple, did pick a 
quarrel, purposely to bring Chmdalazara 
there ; and when he was already among 
them arresting one they cryed out War; 
at which sign, the six ia the steeple let 
down the tied scholar, who, taking in 
his arms Guadalazardy and being pulled 
up by the six, he carried him up almost 






1S6 

20. feet high, and let him fall down . The 
poor man was crying out, 0J€su8! the 
Devil has taken me up. The students 
that were at the bottom had instrumen i 
of music, and put off their cloaks to re 
ceive him in, and as he cryed out, the 
Devil, the Devil, the musicians answer- 
ed him with the instruments, repeating 
the same words he did pronounce him- 
self, and with this, ^thering together 
great number of scholars, they took him 
in the middle, continuing always the 
music and songs, to prevent by this, the 
peoples taking notice of it, and every 
body did, believe that it was only a" mere 
scholastic diversion ; so with the melody 
and rejoicings, they carried the trouble- 
some Guadalazara out of the gates of 
the city, into a field called the burnt- 
place, because formerly the Heretics 
were burnt in that field. There was a 
dead horse, and, opening his belly, they 
tied the poor officer by the hands and 
legs, and placed him within the horse's 
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belly, which they sewed, leaving the. 
head of Guadalazara out, under the tail 
of the horse, and so they went back into 
the city. How dismal that night was 
to the poor man any person may ima- 
gine ; but yet it was very sweet to him 
in comparison to what he had suffered 
in the morning, for, the dogs going to 
eat of the dead horse's flesh, he, for fear 
they should eat off his head, continually 
cried out, ho ! ho ! perros^ viz. dogSy 
and that day he found, that not only 
the scholars, but even the very dogs 
were afraid of him, for the dogs did nof 
dare to approach the dead horse. 

The laborers of the city, who are a 
most ignorant set of people, but very 
pleasant in their rustic expressions, go-* 
ing out to the field, by break of the day, 
saw the dc^ near the horse^ wA heard 
the human voice, ho ! ho ! p^rro»y tlteiy 
looked up and down, and seenig nobo- 
dy, drew near the horse, and hearing 
the same voice, frightened out of th^ 
' ^2 






senses, went into the city again, and 
gave out, that a dead horse was speaks 
ing in' the humt-field;. and, as they did 
affirm and swear Ihe thing to be true,^ 
crowds of people, went to e^e and , hean 
the wonder, or, as many Qthers ^aid, the 
miracle of the dead hwse speaking. A 
public notary was among the mob, but 
no person dared to go near the horse. 
This notary went to the inquisitors to 
make aja affi^davit of this case, and add- 
ed, that no person having courage 
enough to approach the horse, it was 
very proper to send some of the friars 
with holy water and $tola to exorcise 
the horse, and find out the cause of his 
speaking : so the inquisitors, who think 
to command beasts as well as reasonable 
creatures, sent six of their officers, with 
strict ordfirs to carry the horse to the 
holy office. The officers, having ajn 
opinion that the Devil must submit ' to 
them, went, and approaching the horse 
they saw the head under the tail, and 



die man crying out, help ! take me out 
pf thici putrid grave, for God's sake^« 
good people make haste, for I am not 
the Deyil, nor Qhost, nor Apparition^ 
but the real l^y and soul <if Guadalaza^ 
ra the constable of the university, and i 
do renounce, in this place, the office of 
arresting scholars, for ever, and I do 
forgive them this wrong done to me^ 
and, thanks be to God and to the Virgin 
of PUatj wha has preserved my body 
from being converted into a dead horse^ 
that I am yet alive. 

These plain demonstrations of the^ na- 
ture of the thing did not convince, in 
the least, the officers of the Inquisition, 
wbo are always very strict in the per- 
fbrmance of the orders given them ; so 
they took the dead horse and carried it 
to the Inquisition. Never were more 
people seen in the streets and windows, 
than on that day, besides, the great 
crowd that followed the corse, which I 
saw myself; the inquisitora having no- 
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tice before-hand, went to the Hall to 
receive the informations from the horse, 
and after they had asked him many 
questions^ the poor man pushing up* the 
tail with his nose, to speak, to see, and 
to be seen, still answering them ; the 
wise holy fath^s not trusting to his in- 
formation, gave orders to the oflEicers to 
carry the speaking horse to the tortttre, 
which being done accordingly, as they 
began to pull the ropes through the 
horse's belly, at the third turning of 
them the skin of the belly broke, and 
the real body of GucLdalazara did ap- 
pear in all its dimensions, and by the 
horse's torture, he saved his life. The 
poor man died three weeks after, and he 
forgave the scholars who contrived this 
mischief, and an elegy was made on his 
death. 
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TRIAL IV. 

Theses^ defended hy F. James 6Wcm m 
tke Hall of the Inquisition, 

ft 

The case of the Rev. father F. Jame$ 
. Garcia made a great noise in iS]pain, 
which was thus. 

. This same James Garcia is a very 
learned man^ His father, though a 
shoemaker by trade, was very hoaeit 
and well beloved, and as God had be- 
stowed on him riches enough, and hav« 
ing but one child, he gave him the best 
education he could in the college of the 
Jesuits^ where, in the study of gram* 
mar, he signalized himself for his vivacir 
ty, and uncommon wit. After goii^ to 
the university, he went through divinity 
and philosophy to the admiration of his 
masters ; he entered St. Attgustin's order^ 
and after his noviciate was ended, de 
sirous of obtaining the degree of master 
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of arts he defended public Theses of 
philosophy, and after, other Theses in 
divinity; without any moderator to an- 
swer for him in case of necessity. The 
Theses and some propositions were 
quite new to the learned people : for 
among other propositions, ofie was, 
Innocentium esseverum pontificein^ non 
est dejide, viz. It is not an article of 
faith, that Innocent is the true pope. 
And next to this proposition, this other : 
Non credere quod non videOy non est 
contra fidem. i. e. It is not against the 
catholic faith not to believe what I do 
not see. 

'Upon account of thesfe two proposi- 
tions he was summoned by the inquisi- 
tors, and ordered to defend the said 
propositions seperately in the hall of the 
Inquisition, and answer for six days to 
all the arguments of the learned jwa/j/?- 
cators; which he did; and kept his 
ground with so much resoluteness and 
learning, that instead of being punished 
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for it, he was honored with the cross of 
qualificatory after the examinations were 
made of the purity of his blood. 

I could lay-^before the readers many 
more trials, but shall forbear, there be- 
ing a great similarity in all the trials, 
for, as I observed before, the evidemges, 
&c. being* given in the night, and the 
witnesses, &c. being never confronted 
with the accused, the evidences are only 
read and sentence pronounced as in the 
proceeding trials. 

I must own it is quite against my in- 
clination to have selected the preceding 
accounts of the inquisitors' practices, — 
for it will seem very much out of the 
way of a clergyman, — but if the reader 
will make reflections on them, and con- 
sider that my design is only to shew 
how unjustly the inquisitors do act, he 
will certainly excuse me ; for they really 
deserve to be ridiculed by exposing their 
infamous practices, more than to be ar- 
gued against, reasoning being of no force 
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with them, and those professing the ca- 
tholic religion ; but a discovery of their 
diabolical lictions and laws, will per- 
haps produce if not in them, in some 
people at least s, good effect. 

The only reason of settling the In- 
quisition in Spain^ was to examine and 
chastise smnors, or those thiat publicly 
contemned the catholic faith : but now, 
a man may blaspheme, and commit the 
most heinous crime — if he says nothing 
against the pope, and clergy, or the holy 
Inquisition, he is free from the hellish 
tribunal. 



Of the mode of Torture practised by the 

Inquisitors. 

The place of torture in the Spanish 
inquisition is generally an under-ground 
and very dark room, to which one enters' 
Unrough several doors. There is a tribuw 
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nal erected in it, in which the inquisitor, 
inspector, and secretary sit. When the 
candles are lighted, and the person t© 
be tortured brought in, the executioner 
makes an astonishing and dreadful ap- 
pearance, covered all over with a black 
linen garment down to his feet, and tied 
close to his body. His head and face 
are all tied with a long black cowl, only 
two little holes being left in it for him to 
see through. All this is intended ta 
strike the miserable wretch with great 
terror in mind and body, when he sees 
himself going to be tortured by the 
hands of one who thus looks like the 
very devil. 

While the torture is preparing, sdme 
of the gravest persons pr'Csent take thf^ 
prisoner apart, and endeavor to per- 
suade him to confess things he is accu- 
sed of, or the things he is called upon to 
witness, with promise of pardon ; though 
It is very certain that no pardon can be 
expected ; nor is it ever granted to one 

o 
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that has relapsed, u e. who has once 
been found guilty, after he had confess- 
ed and abjured, and received the mer- 
cy of this court. 

' As to the manner of torturing : — 
1. They strip their prisoners, without 
any regard to sex. It is true, they give 
young .women a pair of linen drawers, 
but they first strip them publicly stark- 
naked. 2. They torture them either 
"with cords, or on the rack, or by some 
other cruel invention, as may be collec- 
ted from the punishments different pri- 
soners have undergone at divers times 
and places ; and which will be better 
described by a few historical accounts ; 
and therefore I shall begin with the 
usage of the innocent noble lady Joan 
Sohorquia^ wife of the eminent Francis 
Varquiusy lord of Higuera, Her sister, 
Mary JBokorquiaj a young lady of great 
piety, who was afterwards burnt for 
her profession of the protestant faith, 
having upon the torture declared she 
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had several times conversed with her 
sister Joan, concerning the doctrine for 
which she now suffered ; the Inquisition 
took her up, being then about six 
months gone with child. She on this 
account was not so straitly confined, 
nor so cruelly dealt with, in regard of 
the infant she carried in her. But eight 
days after her delivery they took the 
child from her, and on the fifteenth shut 
her up close, and made her undergo the 
fate of the other prisoners, and began to 
manage her cause with their usual arts 
and rigor. In so dreadful a calamity, 
she had only this comfort, that a certain 
pious young woman (who was after- 
wards burnt for her religion by the in- 
quisitors) was allowed her for her (Com- 
panion. — This young creature was, on 
a certain day, carried out to her torture, 
and returned from it so shaken, and all 
her limbs so miserably disjointed, that 
when she lay upon her bed of rushes, it 
rather increased her misery than gave 
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her rest, so that she could not turn her- 
self without the most excessive pain. In 
tim condition Bohorquia endeavored 
to comfort her mind with great tender- 
ness. The girl had scarce begun to 
recover from her toTtnre, vrhen Bohor- 
q«iia was carried out and tortured vv^ith 
snich diabolical cruelty upon the rack, 
that the rope pierced and cut into the 
v«ry bones of her arms, thighs, and legs ; 
and in this manner she was brought 
back to prison, ready to expire, the 
blood running out of her mouth in great 
pleiity. Undoubtedly they had burst 
her bowels, insomuch that the eighth 
day after she died. And when after all 
they could not procure sufficient evi- 
dence to condemn her, though sought 
after by all their inquisitorial arts, yet 
a3 the accused fiersion was born in that 
place, where they were obliged to give 
sbme account of the affair to the people, 
in the first act of triumph appointed af- 
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ter death, they commanded her sentence 
to b^ pronounced in these words : ^- 

" Because this lady died in prison, 
and was found to be innocent upon in- 
specting and diligently examining het 
cause ; therefore the holy tribunal pror 
nounces her free from any farther pro- 
cess, and doth restore her both as to, 
her innocence and reputation, and com- 
mands all her effects, which had been 
confiscated, to be restored to those to 
whom* they of right.belonged, &c." And 
thus after they had murdered her by 
savage cruelty, they pronounced her 
innocent. 

We shall here give un ample description 

of the severe torments occasioned by 

the Tortvre inflicted by the Inquisition^ 

from the account of one who siiffered 

it three times^ but happily survived the 

cruelties he underwent. 

First, on refusing to comply with the 

iniquitous demands of the inquisitors, 

by confessing all the crimes they thought 

o2 
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proper to charge him with, he was im- 
mediately conveyed to the torture room 
where no light appeared but what two ^ 
cUndle^ gave. That the cries of the 
Sufferers might not be heard by the 
other prisoners, this room is lined with 
a kind of quilting, which covers all the 
crevices, and deadeni^ the sound. 

Great was the prisoner's horror on 
entering this infernal place, when sud- 
denly he was surrounded by six wretch- 
es, who, after preparing the tortures, 
stripped him naked to his drawers. He 
was then laid on a kind of stand, ele- ' 
vated a few feet from the floor. 

They began the operation by putting 
an iron collar round his neck, and a 
ring to each foot, which fastened him to 
the stand. His limbs being thus stretch- 
ed out, they wound two ropes round 
each arm, and two round each thigh ; 
which ropes being passed under the 
sjeaffold, through holes made for the , 
purpose, were all drawa^ti^ht at the 
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same instant of titne by four of the men, 
on a given signal. 

It is easy to conceive, that the pains 
which immediately succeeded were iur 
tolerable ; the ropes which were of a 
small size, cut through the prisoner's 
flesh to the bone, making the blood gush 
out at eight different places, thus bound, 
at a time. As the prisoner persisted in 
not making any confession of what the 
inquisitors required, the Topes were 
drawn in this manner four times succes- 
sively. 

It is to be observed, that a physician 
and surgeon attended, and often felt his 
temples, in order to judge of the danger 
he might be in; by which means his 
tortures were for a small space suspend- 
ed, that he might have sufficient oppor- 
tunity of recovering his spirits, to sus- 
tain each succeeding torture. 

In all this extremity of anguish, while 
the tender frame is tearing as it were in 
pieces, while at every pore it feels the 
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sharpest pangs of death, and the agoni- 
zing soul is just ready to bur^t forth, 
and quit its wretched mansion, the mi- 
nisters of the Inquisition have the ob- 
duracy of heart to look on without emo- 
tion, and calmly to advise the poor dis- 
tracted creature to confess his imputed 
guilt, in doing which they tell him he 
may obtain a free pardon, and receive 
absolution. All this, however, was in- 
effectual with the prisoner, whose mind 
was strengthened by a sweet consciouis- 
ness of innocence, and the divine conso- 
lation of religion. 

While he was thus suffering, the phy- 
sician and surgeon were so barbarously 
unjust as to declare, that if he died un- 
der the torture, he would be guilty, by 
his obstinacy, of self-murder. In short, 
at the last time of the ropes being 
drawn tight, he grew so exceedingly 
weak, by the circulation of his blood be- 
it§ stopped, and the pains he endured, 
that he fainted away. Upon which he 
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was unloosed, and carried back to his 
dungeon. 

The barbarous savages of the Inquisi- 
tion, finding that all the torture inflicted, 
as above described, instead of extorting 
a discovery from the prisoner, only serv- 
ed the more fervently to excite his sup- 
plications to heaven for patience and 
power to persevere in truth and integrity, 
were so inhuman, six weeks after, as to 
expose bim to another kind of torture, 
notore severe, if possible, than the former; 
the manner of inflicting which was as 
follows : — They forced his arms back- 
wards, so that the palms of his hands 
were turned outward behind him ; when, 
by means of a rope that fastened them 
together at the wrists, and which wa^ 
turned by an engine, they drew them by 
degrees nearer each other, in such a 
manner, that the back of each hand 
touched and stood exactly parallel to 
the other. In consequence of this vio- 
lent contortion, both his shoulders be- 
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came dislocated, and a considerable 
quantity of blood issued from his 
mouth. This torture was repeated 
thrice; after which he was again taken 
to the dungeon, and put into the hands 
of the physician and surgeon ; who, in 
setting the dislocated bones, put him to 
the most exquisite pain. 

Two months after the second torture, 
the prisoner, being a little recovered, 
was again ordered to the torture room ; 
and there, for the last time, made to un- 
dergo, another kind of punishment, 
which was inflicted twice without the 
least intermission. The executioners lis- 
tened a thick iron chain twice round his 
body, which crossing upon his stomach, 
terminated at the wrists. They then 
placed him with his back againsba thick 
board, at each extremity whereof was a 
pulley, through which there ran a rope 
that catched the ends of the chain at 
his wrists. 
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yij^ c;:c:ationers then stretching the 
f r-ii f ihis rope, by means of a roller pla- 
• • ■= at a distance behind him, pressed or 
oruised his stomach in proportion* as the 
ends of the chain were drawn tighter. 
They tortured him in tliis manner to 
such a degree, that his wrists as well as 
his shoulders were quite dislocated. 
They' were, however, soon $et by the 
surgeons ; but the barbarians, not yet 
satisfied with this series of icruelty, made 
him immediately undergo the like tor- 
ture a second time ; which he sustained 
(though, if possible, attended^with keen- 
er pains) with equal constancy and re- 
solution. 

After this, he was again remanded to 
his dungeon, attended by the surgeon, 
. to dress his bruises, and adjust the 
parts dislocated ; and here he continued 
till their Auto de Fe^ or gaol delivery, 
when he was happily discharged. 

From the before mentioned relation, 
it may easily be judged what dreadful 



\ 



156 

agony the sufferer must have labored 
under, at being so frequently put to tor- 
ture. Most of his limbs were disjointed; 
and so much was he bruised and ex- 
liausted, as to be unable for some weeks 
to lift his hand to his mouth ; and his 
body became greatly swelled from the 
inflammation caused by such frequent 
dislocations. After his discharge ^he 
felt the effects of this cruelty for the re- 
mainder of his life, bein^ frequently 
seized with thrilling and excruciating 
pains, to which he had never been sub- 
ject, till after he had the misfortune to 
fall under the merciless and bloody, 
lords of the Inquisition. 

Maria de Coceicao, bom in the town, 
of Estramoz, daughter of Manoel Soares 
Pereira, while living at her brother's, in 
Lisbon, was apprehended, with two of 
her sisters, all three being unmarried, 
and came out of prison in the same Au- 
to^ acquitted of the crime laid to her 
charge, which was, a vehement suspi- 
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cion of Judaism, whereof she made her 
abjuration in form. 

As the proofs against this young gen- 
tlewoman were far from satisfactory, 
and nothing could i>e drawn from her 
own mouth, to convict her, the inquisi- 
tors ordered her to be put on the rack, 
where, having almost got the better of 
the first tortures (these are the very 
words of the sentence) she was, at 
length, overcome by their violence, and 
confessed the whole charge, 
r The cords were immediately slacken- 
ed ; and the officers, taking her down 
from the rack, put on her clothes and 
carried her back to her cell. 

As soon as she had recovered the use 
of her limits, she was brought before the 
tribunal, to ratify her confession. In- 
stead of which, she answered the lords 
inquisitors, that every thing she had ut- 
tered, whilst she was under the execu- 
tioner's hands, was absolutely £sJse: 
that she was, and. ever had been a sin- 

p 
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cere christian : and that her confession 
to the contrary had been extorted by 
the extremity of the torments, wherein 
she found herself just expiring. 

On hearing this, the judges immedi- 
ately ordered her to be put again to the 
rack, which being as effectually applied 
as before, she again sunk under its vio- 
lence; and, in order to save her life, 
made the same confession as before, 
which was taken down in writing, 
while her limbs were still stretching 
with the cords ! This being done, she 
was once more taken down, and carried 
to her cell. 

As soon as she was in a condition to 
appear before the tribunal, they com- 
manded her to ratify her first and second 
confessions. She still persisted in'the 
same answer as before, and had now so 
much courage as to add. That were they 
to rack her an hundred times, she 
should always act in the same manner, 
until she expired, or, at least, so long as 
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God should afford her strength to sup^ 
port the torments : that then* cruel treat- 
ment, and her own frailty, might possi- 
bly force her again to confess that of 
which she was perfectly innocent ; yet, 
the moment she was taken off the rack» 
she would revoke, and never ratify 
what had been thus extorted from her. 

She farther intreated their lordships 
to take her case into serious considera- 
tion, and to undeceive themselves, as 
she assured them, in the most pathetic 
terms, that this was her i^al resolution, 
and that all the torments in the world 
should never induce her to alter it. . 

The unrelenting inquisitors were so 
little affected at what she said, that they 
instantly commanded her to be racked 
a third time, which, a6 the sentence itr 
self declares, she underwent v^ith ama- 
zing constancy. 

For this heinous crime of refusing to 
ratify her confessions, whereof she now 
stood convicted, and having thrice borne 
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the torture, which, as we have before 
observed, was the regular extent of pu- 
nishment, in the holy office, she was 
condemned to be whipped through the 
public streets by the common hangman, 
and then to be banished for ten years 
to an island principally inhabited by 
negroes. 

This sentence was pronounced against 
her when she came out at the Auto da 
Fcy with her two sisters, who had like- 
wise been accused of Judaism. 

O thou Father orMercies and God of 
all consolation! what heart is there, 
though ever so obdurate, except that of 
an inquisitor^ which will not melt at 
such a scene of Oppression, of cruelty 
and distress ! Is it possible to read this 
account without indignation and horror ? 
Good heavens ! an innocent young lady, 
of so noble and exalted a spirit, posses- 
sed of such generous and amazing for- 
titude, whipped like a miscreant through 
the streets of a city, by the hands of a 
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common executioner, and then banished 
to so wretched a place for ten years, 
after having been so long confined in 
such a dismal prison, thrice put on the 
rack, and almost tortured to death ! 

We cannot conclude our subject with- 
out taking notice of another instance of 
wantonness and excess of barbarity and 
injustice in the inquisitors, which they 
practised on Dr. Isaac OrobiOy a physi- 
cian, as related by himself. 

This gentleman tells us, that hp was 
accused of Judaism by a Moor, who had 
been his servant, and whom he had 
caused to be beaten for theft. I>r. Oro- 
bio; after having been kept three years 
in prison, and interrogated several times^ 
still persisted in denying the crimes laid ' 
to his charge ; upon which he was tor- ' 
tured successively in the following man- 
ner. 

First, they put on him a coarse linen 
coat, which the tormentors strained so 
very tight that his breath was almost 

p2 
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lost; when loosing it on a sudden, the 
instantaneous motion put him to incre*^ 
dible pain. 

They next tied his two thumbs with 
small cords, so very hard, that the blood 
gushed from under his nails. 

The third torture was, the tormentors 
seating him on a bench, his back against 
a wall, wherein little iron pullies were 
fixed j; through these ropes were ^un, 
which took hold of several parts of the 
body, and particularly his arms and 
iegs ; then the executioner, pulling these 
ropes with the utmost violence, drew 
the unhappy victim's back so close to 
the wall, that his hands and ie^\, and 
particularly his thumbs and great toes, 
were squeezed so violently that he felt 
most acute pains, like to that of burning. 

In the midst of these most dreadful 
agonies, the bench was suddenly drawn 
from under him, so that the poor gentle- 
man hung solely by the ropes ; and being 
thus unsupported^ the whole weight 
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of his body drew the knots still tighter, , 
and put him to inconceivable misery. 

This torture was succeeded by 
another, performed by means of an in- 
strument in form of a little ladder, 
crossed by five pieces of wood, and 
made sloping before. This instrument 
being set directly opposite to the sufferer, 
he received, on a certain motion of the 
torturers, at one and the same time, 
five dreadful blows on the cheek, which, 
put him to such pain that he fainted 
away. . 

Recovering afterwards, the last tor- 
ture was inflicted, which was effected in 
this manner. The executioners fasten- 
ed ropes about the doctor's wrists, then 
wound them round his body; after 
which he was laid upon his back, with, 
his feet against a wall ; this being done, • 
the executioner drew him, with all his 
might, so that the ropes pierced quite 
to his bones. 
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This torture was thrice repeated : the 
cords being fixed round the prisoner's 
arms, not above two finger's breadth 
from the wounds which the first torture 
had made. And now the ropes (at the 
second attempt) slid into the first wounds 
by the violence of the jerk, which oc- 
casioned an effusion of. blood, so great,^ 
that the doctor seemed expiring. 

The physicians were then consulted, 
to know whether the same torture might 
he practised a third time without endan- 
gerin jhis life. To which they answered, 
that he might suffer it a third time with- 
out the least danger. 

This declaration* saved him from un- 
dergoing again all the various sorts of 
tortures abovementioned, his sentence 
specifying that he should suffer succes- 
sively all these different kinds the same 
day. Being tortured for the last time, 
he was remanded backi:o prison, where 
he lay above seventy days before his 
wounds were healed ; and he was at last . 
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banished for life out of the kingdom, 
for being suspected of Judaism. 

There are many modes of torture 
practised, two of which I will relate, 
viz. the torture by water, and fire. — 

The torture by water, consists of 
making them swallow a certain quan- 
tity of water; which done, they extend 
them on the floor of the prison, and 
placing a plank upon the stomach, on 
which the executioner stands, and 
presses the poor wretch until he regorge 
the water with extreme violence. 

But the most cruel and barbarous 
torture, which is* practised on some, 
who have greatly offended the inquisi- 
tors, is, the torture by fire, as follows, 
a kind of crane is fastened to the wall, 
by which the person about to be tortur- 
ed is supended by the legs ; a sufficient 
height from the. floor, as to admit a fire 
to be lighted underneath his head. In 
this position he is suffered to remain a 
few seconds, before the crane is drawn 
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aside to admit him to recover his breath, 
which has been affected by the smoke. 
The only motive which induces the ex- 
ecutioner to let him . remain so short a 
time, is, that the torture may be pro- 
longed. This torture is but seldom re- 
sorted unto, for it is certain death, for 
as the fire becomes more strong the 
flames literally consume his head. (See 
Frontispiece.) 

If any one is so fortunate as to es^ 
cape, by shewing tokens of repentance^ 
and by confession avoids the dismal 
consequence of being delivered up to 
the secular arm ; he is not permitted to 
go scot free : he is sure of such punish- 
ment as the heinousness of his crime 
will authorize the inquisitors to inflict 
upon him. 

This abjuration, which also includes 
a promise of submission to all penatices 
the Inquisition shall think proper to lay 
upon them, is followed by various sorts 
of punishments. Some are confined 



167 

during life in a dark, dismal prison, and 
allowed nothing better than bread and 
water, debarred from the intercourse or 
correspond"snce of every one, and treat- 
ed with all sorts of cruelty. Others 
are stripped of all their fortune, and 
committed slaves to the gallies for life, 
or a term of years ; and then banished 
under paiiji of death should they again 
visit their native soil ; or whipped, &c. 
And the common punishment of all he- 
retics is, the confiscation of all their ef- 
fects ; which confiscation is made with 
such rigor, that the Inquisition orders 
the exchequer to seize on all effects in- 
trusted to or negociated by the prisoner, 
as well as those which are his own pro- 
perty. 

When a criminal has constancy e- 
nough to resist all the inquisitorial arts, 
and is determined to die rather than ac- 
cuse himself of what has been unj ustly 
laid to his charge ; or is obstinate and 
persevering in Judaism, &c. he is guilty 
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of death. But if he has never been un- 
der the like condemnation, nor under- 
gone any of the penitential punishments 
by order of the Inquisition, the holy of- 
fice values itself much upon shewing 
mercy to the condemned person, if he 
can be wrought upon, even after sentence 
has passed, to confess. This was the 
particular case of that rich tnerchant, 
Lewis Pezoa^ native of Genoa, who, 
with his whole family, had been accused 
^f secret Judaism, by some of his ene- 
mies, and who with his wife, two sons, 
and one daughter, and some other ref- 
lations that lived with him, were all 
thrown into the prison of the Inquisi- 
tion. He denied the crime, . and well 
refuted it, and demanded that the wit- 
nesses might be discovered to him, that 
he might convict them of falsehood : but 
he could obtain nothing, and Was con- 
demned to be delivered over to the arm 
of the secular court; which sentence 
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was miade known to him fifteen days 
before it was pronounced. 

The duke of Cardaval, an intimate 
friend of thp duke d'Aveira, inquisitor 
general, had made strict inquiry how 
this affair was like to turn ; and under- 
standing that unless he confessed before 
his going out of prison, he could not 
escape the fire, because he had been le- 
. gaily convicted, the duke continued to 
entreat the inquisitor general till he had 
obtained a promise, that if Pezoa would 
confess, even after sentence was pro- 
nounced, and his procession in the aot 
of faith, he should not die, though it was 
contrary to the laws and customs of an 
act of faith. Upon that solemn day 
therefore, he went with some of his own 
friends, and some that were Pezoa's^ 
to prevail with him, if possible, to con- 
fess. He came out in the procession, 
wearing the infamous samarre, and on 
his head the caroch, or infamous mitre; 
his firiends, with many tears, besought 

Q 
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him, ia the nanle of the duke de Carda- 
val, and by all that was dear to him, 
that he would preserve his life ; and in- 
timated, that if he would confess and 
repent, the said duke had obtained his 
life, and would give him more than he 
had lost: but in vain, Pezoa continually- 
protesting himself innocent. 

When the procession was ended, and 

• the act of faith almost iSnished, the sen- 
tences of those condemned to certain 
penances having been read, and the sen- 
tences of those who were to be delivered 
over to the secular court being begun to 
be read, his friends repeated their en- 
treaties, by which at last they overcame 
his constancy ; so that desiring jan audi- 
ence, and rising up that he might be 
heard, he said. Come tken^ let us go and 
confess the crimes . I am (Blsely accused 
of and thereby gratify the desire of my 

friejtds. And having confessed his 
crime, he was remanded to prison. Two 
years after he was sent to JEoora, and in 
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the act of faith walked in the procession, 
wearing the samarre, on w^hich wais 
painted the fire inverted : and after five 
years more that he was detained in the 
prison of the Inquisition, he was con- 
demned to the gallies for five more. 

But this mercy, how cruel soever, is 
never to be expected by a relapsed pe* 
nitent. Such a one hath nothing more 
to do than to prepare for death : yet 
though this is the invariable 'practice of 
the Inquisition, the inquisitors-generaf 
add to such sentences, by which a relap- 
sed heretic, or any other, is delivered to 
the secular arm — Nevertheless^ we effec^ 
tudlly beseech the said secular arm, that ^ 
he will moderate his sentence concerning 
you, so as to prevent the effusion of bloody 
and the danger of death. 

The only favor the relapsed penitent 
can hope for, is the privilege of bdng- 
strangled before the fire is lighted ; 
whereas the obstinate and impenitent 
are burnt alive. 
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The day on which the act of faith is 
to be solemnized, at sunrising the great 
beH of the cathedral tolls, to give notice 
to all persons to gather together to this 
miserable sight. The most reputable 
and principal men of the city meet at 
the house of the Inquisition, and offer 
their service to walk by the side of every 
criminal, to be, as it were, their sureties 
in the procession ; which post is esteem- 
ed to be honorable. Matters being 
thus prepared, the inquisitor places him- 
self near the gate of the holy office, at- 
tended by a proper notary; where, be- 
ginning with those whose offences are 
least, he reads over the names of all the 
criminals, who as he calls them march 
out in order barefooted ; and at the 
same time the notary reads the name of 
each criminaFs surety. The Dominican 
friars, carrying the banners of the Inqui^ ' 
sition, lead the way. 

The standard was of red damask, on 
one side of which was represented a 
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drawn sword in a crown of lauisel, and 
the arms of Spain on the other. 

When all those whose crimes are too 
slight to be punished with death are pas* 
sed, then comes the crucifix, followed 
by those who are led out to the punish- 
ment of. death. And the crucifix thus 
placed in the midst of the criminals, has 
its face turned to those that walk before, 
to denote, as they say, the mercy of the 
hol^ oflice to those who are saved from 
the death they deserve, and its back to 
the others, to denote that they have no 
grace or mercy to expect. 

They also carry out the images or pic- 
tures of those that are fugitives^ and 
the bones of such as are dug out of their 
graves, shut up in a black coffin, upon 
which devils and flames are painted, to 
be burnt to ashes. The other attendants 
are priests, religious officers, &c. who on 
. such occasions exert their zeal against 
these miserable objects of compassion. / 
And they all march through the principal 

q2 
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streets for public view to the scaffold or 
church, where the sermon concerning 
the faith is to be preached. 

When the sermon is over^ two readers, 
one after another, mount the same pul- 
pit, and with a loud voice read the sen- 
tences of all t^e criminals, the criines 
said to be proved against them^ and the 
punishments to which they have been 
condemned ; he whose sentence is thus 
reading^ standing all the time before a 
cruciiSx fixed on a table in the middle 
of the front of the scaffold, and holding 
an extinguished taper in his hand.— ^ 
They that are sentenced to death, being 
told that the Inquisition can shew no 
favor, one of their officers gives each of 
them a blow on the breast,, tq signify 
that the holy office has done vnth them ; 
and the officer of secular justice corner 
up and<iclaims them immediately. 

The prisoners are no sooner in the 
hands of the king's officers, than they ' 
are loaded with chains. They conduct 
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them first to gaol, and about two hours 
after to the lord chief justice, who with- 
out knowing or inquiring any thing of 
their particular crimies, or of the evi- 
dence that has been brought against 
them, asks them one by one, In what 
religion they intend to die ? If they an- 
swer, that they will die in the commu- 
nion of the church of Rome, he orders 
them to be carried immediately to the 
place of execution, and there to be first 
strangled, and afterwards burnt to ashes. 
But if they say, they will die in the 
Protestant faith, or in aqy other commu- 
nion than that of Rome, they are order- 
ed by h^ to be carried forthwith to the 
place of execution, and there to be 
burnt alive. 

At the place of execution there are as 
many stakes erected as there are prison- 
ers to be burnt, with a quantity of dry 
furze about each of them. The stakes 
of the professed^ as the inquisitors call 
them, are about twelve feet high, with a 
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small board for the prisoner to sit on, 
within half a yard of the top. They pay 
the compliment to the negative and re- 
lapsed first ; atid after they are strangled 
and burnt, the professed are conducted 
up a ladder between two Jesuits, as high 
as the seat, where turning about to the 
spectators, the Jesuits having spent 
^bout a quarter of an hour in exhorting 
them to reconcile themselves to the 
church of Rome, leave them, afnd give 
place to the executioner ; who ascends, 
turns the professed off the ladder upon 
the seat, chains their bodies close to the 
stake, and theii withdraws, for the Jesu- 
its to come and renew their exhoFtations ; 
who if they find them inflexible, take 
their leave, telling them, That they leave 
them to the Devil, who is standing at 
their elbows to receive their souls, and to 
carry them with him into the flames of 
hell fire, so soon a>s they are out of th^r 
bodies. 
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This horrid declaration is followed 
immediately with a great shout; and as 
soon as the Jesuits are clear of the lad- 
der and the combustibles, the deceived 
populace cry out with the greatest ea- 
gerness, Xet ^A^ dogs' beards M made I 
Let the dogs' beards be made! Which 
is done by thrusting flaming furze 
against their faces ; which inhumanity 
is commonly continued till their faces 
are burnt to a coal { and is always ac- 
companied with such loud acclamations 
of joy, as are not to be heard upon any 
other occasion. 

The professed being thus trimmed^ as 
they call it, or barbarously tormented to 
please the mob, fire is set to the furze 
at the bottom of the stake : but the cri- 
minal is seated so high that the flame 
seldom reaches higher than the seat, and 
should there happen to be little wind, it 
seldom reacheth so high as their knees : 
so that though, if there be a calm, they 
are -commonly dead in half an hour ; 
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yet if the wind is brisk, it is frequently ' 
known that they do not expire in less 
than two hours ; which may hot so pro- 
perly be called burning, as roasting 
these deplorable wretches to death: a 
most shocking spectacle! and yet as 
long as the sufferers are able to speak, 
crying out, Misericordia par amor de 
Deos, i. e. Mercy for the love of God ; 
this spectacle, than which there cannot 
be a more deplorable one out of hell, is 
beheld by people of both sexes, a^id'of 
all ages, with such transports of joy and 
satisfaction, as are not on any other oc* 
casion to be met with among that peo* 
pie. And that the reader may not think 
that this inhuman joy is the effect of a 
natural cruelty, and not the diabolical 
effects of their religion, which to sup- 
port itself divests them pf all the senti- 
ments of humanity and compassion, and 
hardens them against all the sufferinga 
of their fellow-creatures 5 I, who resided 
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many years at Lisbon, can assure you 
that all public malefactors, are no where 
more tenderly lamented at the place of 
execution than here, by this very people ; 
and even when there appears nothing in- 
human in the manner of their deaths. 

Whatever I have advanced of this cruel 
tribunal in regard to the Auto da Fe at 
Lisbon, it is upon my own knowledge ; 
having been present at several : and as 
for the other particular^, I am obliged 
to the account published by Mr. Lim- 
borch, of whose veracity ^e have the 
tesminony of Dr. Geddes ; and the fol- 
lowing letter of the Right Rev. Dr. Wil- 
cox, lord bishop of Rochester, then 
chaplain to the English . factory at Lis- 
bon, sent to Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bishop 
of Salisbury, dated January 1 5, 1706, 
N. S. and has since been published by 
his lordship's allowance and approba- 
tion; which abundantly confirms the 
foregoing narrative :— 
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•* My Lord, 
" In obedience to your lordship'i^ 
commands of the 10th ult. I have here 
sent all that was printed concerning the 
Icust Auto da Fe. I saw the whole pro- 
cess, which is s^reeable to what is pub- 
lished by Limborch, and others, upon 
that subject. Of the five persons con- 
demned, there were ' but four burnt : 
Antonio Javanes, by an unusual re- 
prieve, being saved after the procession. 
Heytor Dias and Maria Pineyra, were 
burnt alive, and the other two first 
strangled. The execution was very 
cruel. The woman was alive in the 
flames half an hour, and the man above 
an hour. The present king and bis bro- 
thers were seated at a window so near, 
as to be addressed for a considerable 
time in very moving terms by the man 
as he was burning. But though the fa- 
vor he begged was only a few more fag- 
gots, . yet he was not able to obtain it. 
The wind being a little fresh, the man's 
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hinder parts were perfectly wasted ; and 
as he turned himself, his ribs opened 
before he left speaking, the fire being re- 
cruited as it wasted to keep him just in 
the same d^ree of heat. . But all his 
entreaties could not procure hinr a 
larger allowance of wood to shorten 
his misery, and to dispatch him." 



It is generally understood that the In- 
quisition is entirely abolished in those 
countries were it was ever erected. But 
the learned Dr. Bv^hanan, who had 
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several interviews with Joseph a Dolo- 
ribuSy a priest; and the second inquisi- 
tor at GoUy places it beyond the least 
shadow of doubt, that the Itiquisition 
now exists, with all its horrors, at Goa^ 
in the East Indies. 

I had already discovered, from yvriir 
ten or printed documents, (says Buciv 
anan) that the Inquisiticm at Goa wa» 

R 
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cnppressed by royal edict, in the y6ar 
1776, and established again in 1779. — 
The Franciscan friar beforementioned, 
(Joseph a I>oloribus) witnessed the an- 
nual Auto da Fe, from 1770 to 1775. 
" It was the humanity, and tender 
mercy of a good king," said the holy 
father, " which abolished the Inquisi- 
tion." But immediately on his death, 
the power of the priests acquired the 
ascendency, under the queen dowager, 
and the tribunal ,was established after 
a bloodless interval of five years, and has 
continued in operation ever since, to the 
Jiresent day, without any. interval ^r re- 
laxation of its bloody purposes. 

The viceroy of Goa has no authority 
over the the Inquisition, and he himself 
is liable to its censures. Were the 
British government, for instance, ta 
prefer a complaint against the Inquid- 
laon, to the Portuguese govemm^it at 
<jroa, it would obtain no redress. By 
the very institution of the Inquisitiim, 
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there is no power in India which cai| 
invade its jurisdiction, or even put a 
question to it on any subject Monnenr 
Dellouy a physician, was imprisoned ii^ 
the dungeons of the Inquisition two 
years, and witnessed an Aut^o da ]iPe^ 
v^hen sooie heretics were burned ; 9^ 
which he walked barefoot. After hif( 
release he wrote the history of his cpn- 
finement. His despHptioDf sa*e very ac- 
curate. 

The narrative of De|loD, dei;aib}ng 
the Auto da Fe at Ooa, wc|S shewn to 
the Inquisitor, Joseph a poIpribus» 
and when th(e holy father wad ^l^ed Iqs 
opinion as to the circumstances stated ap 
facts, he answered that, now the Iiiqiii- 
sitiors were not so severe, that the tp|u 
tures were meliorated since JDjoUon 
wrote his narrative. The holy Either 
was then asked, ^* if since the tpr^^r^ 
were meliorated, perhaps pern^ission 
might be obtained to view the dungeons 
and engines of torture ?'* the lioly f»* 
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therms answer was " he could not per* 
mit the dungeons and engines of torture 
to be viewed." — ^The holy father was 
alsa asked, " how many prisoners there 
might be confined in the prison ?" the 
holy father said *' he was not permitted, 
by the laws of the Inquisition, to reveal 
Buy of its secrets or transactions^ but 
that there was sometimes more, and 
iBometimes lewer. than at the present 
time." The holy father also ^stated^ 
*^ that ncFw the prisoners were not expos- 
€Jd to public view on the day of Auto 
da Fe^ as before, but suffered within 
the walls erf the Inquisition," — ^Thus 
•leaving the friends and relatives of the 
prisoners in utter ignorance as to their 
fate. 

* We shall pass over the description 

^Dellon. gives of the Auto da Fe^ as it is 

'Veiry similiar to what we have already 

inserted ; — and recount the severity of 

the Inquisition in its proceedings against 

books. 
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As soon as a book is published, it is 
carefully read by some of thefamiliari 
belon^g to the Inquisition. Tliese 
wretched critics are too ignorant to have 
taste, too bigoted to search fojr irijLth, 
and too malicious to i:elish beauties.-r 
They scrutinize not for the' o^nt^, but 
for the defects of an author, and pursue 
the ^ips of the pen wit^ unreoEvttipg 
diligence. — Hence they read with preju- 
dice, judge with partiality, pursue errcsc 
with avidity, and strain that which is in-* 
nocent into offensive meanixig. They 
misunderstand, misupply, copfound and 
pervert the sense ; ap4 when they have 
^gratified the maligi^ty of l^eir disposi- 
tion, idischarge idieir thuuder upon tl^ 
/author, that a prosecixtion may be 
founded upon their false concep^pns, 
end designed misinterpretations. Tl^e 
inost trivial chSt'ge causes the censure 
of a book; but it is to be obseryed, tiiat 
• the censujre is of a threefold nature, yi^. 
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1. When the book is wholly GondeDm* 
ed: 

2. When the book is partly condefiiD- 
ed, that is, when certain passages are 
pointed out as excepticwiable, and ordep- 
to be expunged : 

3. When the book is deemed incor- 
rect ; the meaning of which is, that a few 
ivords or expressions displease the in- • 
quisitors. These, therjefore, are ordered 
to be altered, and such alterations go 
ander the name of correctioQS. 

From what has been said, it is evi- 
dent that the inquisitors check the pro- 
gress of learning, impede the increase of 
arts, nip genius in the bud, destroy the 
national taste, and contiuue the cloud of 
ignorance over tl^e minds of the people. 

A catalogue of condemned books is 
' annually published under the three dif- 
ferent heads of censures already menti- 
oned, and being printed on a very large 
sheet of paper, is hung up in the most 
public and conspiduous places. — ^After 
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which, people are obliged to destroy all 
such books as come under the first ceii- 
sure, and to keep none belonging to the 
other two censures^ unless the excep- 
tionable passages have been expunged, 
and the corrections made ; as in either 
case disobedience would be of the most 
£sital consequence : for the possessing or 
reading the proscribed books are deem- 
ed very atrocious crimes. 

The publisher of such books is usu- 
ally ruined in his circumstances, and 
sometimes obliged to pass the remainder 
of his life in the Inquisition. 
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FORM OF 



4Sl^t0tlltUttttiCfttC^li4^ 



^he Pope^s drecidful curse; be^nff the 
form of exeommunicatian a/* the church 
of Rome; taken imtofihe ledger hook 

of the church of Rochester j now in 
the custody of the Dean and Chapter 
there : written hy Emulfus^ theMshop. 

By the authority of God Almighty, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and of 
the holy canons, and of the undefiled 
Virgin Mary, the mother and patroness 
of our Saviour, and of all the celestial 
virtues, angels, archangels, thrones, do- 
minions, powers, chembims and sera- 
phims, and of the holy patriarchs, pro- 
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phets, and of all the apostles and evan 
gelists, and of the holy innocents, who, 
in the sight of the holy lamb, are found 
.worthy to sing the new song, and of the 
holy martyrs, and holy confegsors, and 
of the holy virgins, and of all the saints, 
and together with all the* holy and elect 
of God : we excommunicate and anathe- 
ipaatise him or them, malefactor or male- 
'iactors, and from the threshold of the 
holy church of God Almighty we se- 
quester them, that he. or they may be 
tormented, disposed, and delivered oteir 
with Dathan and Abiram, and with 
those who say unto the Lord, Depart 
fromus^ we know not thy ways. And, 
•as fire is quenched with water, so let the 
light of him or them be put out for ever- 
more, unless it shall repent ^lim or them, 
and they make satisfaction. Amen. 
. May the Father, who created man ; 
piay the Son, who suffered for us, curse 
him or them : may the Holy Ghost, who 
was given to us in baptism, curse him 
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or them: po^ay the holy cross, whi(^h 
Christ, for our salvation, triumphii]^ 
over his enemy, ascending, curse him or 
them : may the holy eternal Virgin Mary, 
mother of God, curse him o^ them : may 
St Michael, the advocate of holy souls, 
curse him or them : may all the angels ' 
and archangels, principalities and pO'iff 
ers, and all the heavenly host, curse him 
or them : may the laudable number <^ 
patriarchs and prophets curse him or 
them: niayStJohn, the forerunner and. 
baptistof Christ, curse bim or them : may 
St.Peterand Paul, and St. Andrew, and 
all other Christ's apostles, together with 
the rest of his disciples, and four evaor 
gelists,who by their preaching converted 
tiie universal world, curse him or them : 
may the holy and wonderful company 
of the martyrs and confessors, who, by 
their holy works, are found pleasing to 
God almighty^ curse him or them : may 
the holy choirof the holy virgins, who, for 
the honor of Christ, havse despised the 
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things of the world, curse him er them ; 
may all the saints, who, from the begiu^? 
ning of the world to everlasting ages, 
Jure found to be the beloved of God, curse 
him or them: may the heavens and 
earth, and all the holy things remaining 
thereiti, curse him or them. May he or 
they be cursed, wherever he or they be, 
whether in their house or in the field, or 
in the highway, or in the path or in the 
MTood, oi^the water or in the church, may 
he or they be cursed in living, in dying, 
in eating, in drinking, in being hungry, 
in being thirsty, in fasting, in lying, in 
working, in resting, ***** *^ and in 
blood-letting : may he or they he cursed 
inwardly and outwardly : may he or 
they be cursed in the hair of his or their 
head : may he or they be cursed in his 
or their brain : may he or they be cursed 
in the top of his or their head, in their 
temples, in their forehead, in their ears, 
in their eyebrows, in their cheeks, in 
their jawbones, in their nostrils^ in their 
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foreteeth or grinders, in their lips/ in 
their throat, in their shoulders, in their 
wrists, in their arms, in their hands, in 
their fingers, in their breast, in their 
heart, and in all the interior part& to the 
very stomach, in their reins, in their 
groin, in their thighs, ****** '^^ in 
the hips, in the knees, in the legs, in the 
feet, in the joints? and in the nails: may 
he or they be cursed in all their joints, 
from the top of the head to the sole of 
the feet, may there not be a soundness 
in him or them. 

May the Son of the living God, with 
all the glory of his majesty, curse him 
or them : and may heaven, with all the 
powers that move therein, rise against 
him or. them, to damn him or' them,, un- 
less it shall repent him or them, or that 
he or they shall make satisfaction .-^>- 
Amen. So be it. Amen. 
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A sliort Display of some of the Errors 
of the ^Romish Churchy with a few cf 
their dreadful Tenets^ Maxims, Sfc. 

To point out the whole of the various 
absurdities belonging to the Roman ca- 
tholic religion, would afford little enter-, 
tainmeni, or be of any r^al benefit to. 
our readers. We shall therefore only 
select those which are most material, 
and shew their improprieties by con- 
trasts taken frbm the sacred scriptures. 

The protestants are lipon a better 
foundation than the papists, aud tread 
in a more even and steady path; 
whereas the papists^ going off from the 
scripture, and taking in tradition a» a 
substitute for the scripture, are upon a 
most uncertain and unsteady founda-* 
tion, resting themselves upon human 
testimony, human authority, and human 
infallibility. 

As their faith is built upon a ddiibt- 
i\f\ bottom, so the hope of their salvation 

s 
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is no less unsure : while they are taught 
to rely upon other helps for mercy, be- 
sides the faith of Christ, and the unfeign- 
ed fruits of it in righteousness and true 
holiness, they may weary themselves with 
pilgrimages and penances, works of su- 
pererogation, and exhaust their purser 
in purchasing indulgences, relics, &c. 
What can such a numerous train of' 
mediators minister, but destruction in- 
stead of comfort to the supplicant? Cer- 
tain then it is, that the protestants are 
on. the surer side in this particular, in 
, tbat they have the scriptures to assure 
them, that if any man sin we have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, 'Jesus Christ the 
righteous^ and that he is the propitia- 
tion for their sins ; nor need they seek a 

better patron. 

* , ■ • 

Of 'Traditions. 

The Roman Catholics admit and eiji- 
brace apostolical aqd ecclesiastical t2?a- 
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ditions, and the rest of the observances 
and constitutions of the same church. — 
The holy scriptures say, Why do ye also 
transgress tlie commandment of God by 
your traditions ? Matt* xxw 3, 9. &c* 

Trafisubstantiation* 

They profess that the body and bloody 
together with the soul and divinity, of * 
our Lord Jesus Christ, are tquly, really, 
and substanti^'lly, in the most holy sa- 
crament of the Lord's supper, and that 
the ^ivhole substance of the bread is 
turned into the* body, and the whole 
substance of the wine is turned into the 
blood : which change they call transub- 
stantiation.— In answer to this we shaK 
quote the following passage from the 
holy scriptures : The Lord Jesus, the 
same night in- which he was betrayed, 
took b^ead; and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, a,nd ssud, Takeyeati 
this is my hody^ which is broken for yon 
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for the remission of sins : do this in rt* 
membrauce of me. After the same man* 
ner als(\ he took the €up, when he bad 
Kupped, saying, This cup is the new tes^ 
lament in my blood: this do ye^ as often' 
as ye drink ity in remembrance of^ me. 
For as often as ye eat this bread, and ' 
drink this cup, ye do shew forth ' 
the Lord's death till he come, I Cor. xi^ 
23, &c. 

Purgatory k 

They believe that there is a purgatory, 
and that the souls detained therein are 
helped by the prayers of the faithful. 
This, they say, is a certain place, in 
Which, as iit a prison, after death, those 
souli^are purged which in this life were 
&ot fully . cleansed ; so that being at 
length purified, they may be able to enter 
inta heaven.— The. scriptures say, Jfwe 
confess, our jsinSy he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins ^ and to cleanse us from. 
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all unrighteousness, 1 John i. 9. JSlessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord;fraiik 
hencefortK; for they rest from their labor. 
Rev. xiv. . 

Prayers to be said ivr Latin. 

They hold this to he good, and no 
ways prejudicial to the people, though 
contrary to the rwie laid down by the 
apostle, Paul, who says, 1/ I pray in an 
unknown tongue, my spirit prayetfi, but 
my understanding is unfruitful: I had 
rather .speak five words with my under^ 
standing, than ien thousand words in an 
unknown tongue, Sfc^ 1 Cor. xiv. 



Pardons and Indulgences. 



They affirm, that the power of indul- 
gences was left in the church by Christ, 
and that they are useful to all christians. 
Notwithstanding the scriptures say. Be- 
ing justified by faith we hnre peace ^ith 
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fvW, ttn^ugh our Lord Jesus Christy 
Rom. Y. 1. 

Ailoring linages^ SfC. 

Tbey assert^ that the unage of the 
Virgin Mary, and other saints, are to be 
retained, and that due honor and vene- 
ration is to be paid to them. Whereas 
the scriptures say, Turn ye not unto 

idols, nor make yourselves molten gods : 
I am, the Lord your Qodj luev. jdx. 4. 

Worshipping Saints^ Angels^ and ReUcs. 

They believe that saints are to be ho* 
nored and prayed to, and that their re- 
lics are to be held in sacred veneration. 
The holy scriptures confute these ab- 
surd notions in various parts, particular- 
ly in Matt. iv. 10. it is said, Thou 
shah worship the Lord thy Gody and him 
only shalt ' thou serve. For there is one 
Gody and one Mediator between God and 
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men, the man Christ Jesus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

Of reading the Scriptures. 

The Roman Catholics assert j that the 
scriptures ought not to be read publicly 
in the vulgar tongue, nor read indiffer- 
ently by every one. To allow the peo- 
ple in general, they say, to read thera, is 
to give that which is holy unto dogs, 
and to cast pearls before swine. — In an- 
swer to these strange and absurd argu- 
ments, we shall quote from the holy 
Scriptures the following passage : From 
a child hast thou (Tim^othy) known the 
scriptures^ which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvatson, through Jlaith which 
is in Christ Jestts. 

% 
Strange and inhuman Maxims Jield by 

the Papists. 

Heretics (for so they call the Protes- ^ 
tants) may not be termed either children ' 
oi- kindred. 
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By the heresy of the father, the child 
is freed from all obligations of natural 
obedience. 

As s(5on as a christian king becomes 
ah heretic, liis subjects are forthwith 
freed from tlieir allegiance. 

It is not lawful for Christians to to- 
lerate any kingwho draweth his subjects 
into heresy. 

But subjects ought to endeavor to set 
up another in his place. 

They ought to expel him the kingdom 
as the enemy of Christ^ This is the un- 
doubted judgment of the most learned, 
and agreeable to apostolic truth. 

Faith is not to be kept with heretics. 

The before-mentioned maxims ought 
to be particularly attended to by all 
) Protestant princes, to guard them 
against entrusting Roman Catholics in 
any office under a Protestant govern- 
ment. 

r FINIS. 

[F. B. Wright, Printer.] 



< 



